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Abstract

Research with British Chinese young people has tended to focus on experiences of

racism, the influence of catering, and more recently educational attainment. Focusing

on young Chinese people growing up in Newcastle upon Tyne, North East England, this

thesis brings these areas of scholarship into conversation in order to explore the youth
transitions, cultural identities and everyday experiences of British Chinese youth. A key
argument of this thesis is that integrating understandings of youth transitiotis tve
everyday experiences of Chinese youth provides a critical contribution to the field. It
not only expands the transitions debate that has centred primarily on white working
class youth, but specifically enables a more holistic portrait of Britighe€é youth to
emerge. This study draws upon qualitative interviews with twenty four British born
Chinese young people. The project is aimed at those age#51gears. Four key
influences on transition are explored: family and home; language and identity;
education and aspirations; and leisure lifestyles. Home relations reveal many
participants are expected to assist their families in catering work and therefore face a
range of responsibilities whilst growing up, from supporting family businesses to caring
for younger siblings. An analysis of language demonstrates many participants are
actually ambivalent and lack confidence when it comes to Chinese linguistic
competency. Nevertheless participants played significant roles as mediators, assisting
their parents through English. In the education arena high levels of attainment at
school and university reflect strong personal motivations to succeed, a desire to meet
parental demands and an awareness of the sacrifices their parents had made to
provide them with such opportunities. In their leisure time, British Chinese young
LIS2LX S GSYRSR (G2 Sy3ar3asS gAGK | oNRBIRf &
including television, the internet and music. However, these experiences are found to
be shaped by gende 2 dzy' 3 LJS-2ouiseSpasidionihghafidSoroader educational
commitments. Overall, by exploring the role of family, language, education and leisure,
this thesis offers a rich series of insights into the cultural identities and youth

formations of Britsh Chinese young people in Newcastle upon Tyne.
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Chapter 1 Introduction

This section puts forth the arguments in this thesis. Hias are laid out, study
O2y (G SEldzZ t A &SR (GKNRddzAK | RA&Odzaarzy 27
migration to the UK described. The place of young British Chinese in this is also

detailed.

1.1 Introductiong young British Chinese, transitics and identity.

It seems recently that the issue of China has been evermore present in UK public
discussion. Arguably fuelled by the economic changes in China | have watched
attentively, as no doubt have others, as an increasing amount of documentaries a
0221a KIFI&#S SYSNHSR LINRFSaaAy3a (2 SELIIAY
references to awakening, dragons, power, and politics, give the impression that

Chinese relations with Britain are being somehowmeented, or even rénvigorated.

There are individuals for wimo the relationship between Britain and China is not a
topic of new media or political interest. Many, but not all, of these individuals have
been living in the UK for many years, if not decades. Some were born here, others are
more recent migrants, but what they share in common is Chinese ethnicity and Britain
as a home. It is at odds that we might be more likely to know recent events in China,

than the conditions and life experiences of Chinese people living in Britain.

Thisthesis looks at the experiences of young British Chinese people, those on the cusp
of adulthood, and going through particular transitions in their lives. Enquiry focuses on
the key influences on individuals from an ethnic minority group which has beerrunde
researched. Recently a generation of British Born and young British Chinese have
become more prominent, perhaps being present on television or in films (for example
Gok Wan). But despite new generations growing up in the UK there has continued to
be misunderstanding and a lack of depth in wider conceptions; perhaps for example a
fixation on grade averages, rather than a look at the factors which might cause these
results (notably Francis and Archer, 2005a, Francis et al., 2008 do explore Bis)

understanding young British Chinese there is the opportunity to contribute more fully

1



to youth research, experiences of ethnicity in the UK, as well as question the larger

category of Chineseness.

That the experiences of young British Chinese continue to be unrecognised in wider
British society stands in opposition to work which has bdene; exploring the impact

of migration and different cultural and identity values on young British Chinese people
(Archer and Francis, 2007, 2009, Francis and Archer, 2005a, 2005b, Francis et al., 2008,
Parker, 195, 1998, 2000, Song, 1995, Song and Parker, 1995)

Vitally the thesis sets young British Chinese experiences in context, as well as
addresses their place in wider discussions on Chinese identity. The lack of research on
integrated British Chirse experiences is highlighted and addressed by citing and
contributing to the work of youth transitions researchers, who have demonstrated the
ways in which young people might be influenced in the choices they make at various
points in life, how these miglcome to be shaped and what the consequences might

be (Furlong and Cartmel, 1997, Hollands, 1990, Hollands and Chatterton, 2003,
MacDonald and Marsh, 2004, MacDonald &lildrick, 2007)In parallel, research
which offers a rich source of discussion about ethnicity, the way it changes and is
shaped, and the role of youth experience can be enhanced by study of the British
Chinese. Therefore Stuart Hall and len fAgll, 1990, 1992, Ang, 1993, 199602)in
particular will be central to this thesis, as both authors have attempted to demonstrate
that ethnicity (in! y3Qa Ol aS |/ KAySasS SGKyAOAaAGe Ay

subject to alteration.

1.2 Thesiguestions

This thesis questions the way in which young British Chirsesethemselves today.
Taking 14 p &@SIFNB Fa F 3FJdZARSEAYS T2N we2dziK(
experiences, particularly around growing up, their lives now and the future. There are

three main aims:

1\ have taken young British Chinese to include both British Born Chinese and those whom have grown
up here but were born elsewhere. British Chinese is defined specifically due to the difficulty likely in
recruiting largenumbers of British born Chinese, as well as birth place not necessarily being a factor for
the experiences this project is interested in.



Firstly whilst there has been interest in the young British Chinese, the age grekfp 16
has not been looked at in terms of a broader youth transitions approach. Other groups
of young people in Britain have been the subject of transitions research, i whea
routes through life are explored; particularly working class young gkemlong and
Cartmel, 1997, McDowell, 2000, 2002, Willis, 197Arreasingly too other young
people of minority ethnic backgrounds have featured in the work of youth researchers
(Alexander, 2000, Hopkins, 2006b, Nayak, 2006, 20008}¥ research therefore seeks

to add to understanding about a siiocant set of youth experiences which might be
explored even more widely. Perhaps young British Chinese have similar transitions to
other groups of young people, perhaps not. We already know that these young British
Chinese do well in examinations at schand that many of their parents are
employed in catering or are professionals, how might this also influence their
transitions, particularly in light of the varied factors which might have caused parents

to migrate to the UK?

Secondly there has been andency for the work featuring Chinese people to be
focused on a narrow set of issues, namely around racism and social justice, catering
and education. That existing research has been important is not in question, indeed
these investigations have shed lighn young Chinese as experiencing racism and
other challenges which are overlooked in their conception as high achievers. Being the
descendnts of migrants might mean a new set of issues is emerging, and this is
worthy of exploration if British society aswhole is to dispel previous stereotypes and

misunderstandings.

Thirdly what might a better understanding of British Chinese experiences add to wider
conceptions about ethnic Chinese outside of China? The thesis will relate its findings to
global discssion of the nature of Chineseness, contextualising the experiences had by
the young Chinese with those living elsewhere. Perhaps there is a case to be made for
hybrid or localised experiences of Chinese ethnicity, which are only limited to the UK,
or mayle the relationship with Hong Kong continues to feature strongly for young
British Chinese. What too might the changing political situation in China, with the
opening and reform policies since the 1980 and 90s, mean for young British Chinese

could this fo example offer a new area of Chinese identity which young British Chinese
3



might look to? Or perhaps there is a more pasian set of identifications focused

around the developed and developing economies of Japan, South Korea and Taiwan.

1.3 Contextualisig the study

This section addresséise researctbackground and initial questions about researching
British Chinese experiences. There are three main issues. Firstly, reasons for the
obscurity of the British Chinese in wider discussion and reseaefdrring to their

status as a silent minority. Second the background of Chinese migration to the UK.

Third the young British Chinese as a group and reasons for further enquiry.

1.3- 1 British Chinese silent minority status

A major belief about the BritishkCA y S&S Aa GKFI G GKS@& | NB |
largely keep to themselves, rarely featuring in public debates or discussion.
Contributing to this belief is that, compared to other ethnic minorities in the UK, the
Chinese are less numerous and mnalispersed. Despite the idea of Chinese people
being a silent minority, this is not to say that the Chinese have always been seen as
fully integrated in the UK; as Parker notes there have been a consistent set of
stereotypes, and occasional media parichl2 dzy' R (i K S 2 24Ng Sup Ti{maiabr, RLASCINA
1995, 1998)

During the 1990s a more concerted effort was made to understand the British Chinese
experience. Partly this may have been driven by the 1991 census, which ind&cated

more sizable population within the UK than previously noted:

It was not until the 1991 census that a direct question on ethnicity was included.
Information on ethnicity in previous surveys depended on a question which
asked for the country of origin dhe Head of Household. Thus, ethnic Chinese
born in Britain would be recorded as British. Conversely, respondents of British
origin born in China would be included as Chingéama et al., 1999: 9)

Along with the growing interest in total populatipacademics researching the Chinese

minority were realising that:

% The yellow peril is a stereotype based on the size of China and its believed potential to take over or
conquer theworld.
®Triads are the popular given name for the Chinese mafia.

4



XRdzS G2 GKS fF01 2F ld4dSyarzy (GKS [/ KA)
about them is scarce, scattered and often contradictiiy 1994: 37)

Pang and Lau perhaps went the furthest in this statement below, simultaneously
expressing worry about research in general on the Chinese, proldéatess and co

operation, and the nature of qualitative studies:

As it is, few studies have been conducted on this ethnic group and there still
exists a state of relative ignorance and perhaps misconceptions surrounding the
Chinese community in Britain. Until the 1990s there was the frustrating situation
where even themost fundamental data about this group did not exist, posing
innumerable methodological difficulties for (woulte) researchers a situation
exacerbated by the lack of @peration on the part of the Chinese with such
studies. The result is not only a paty of knowledge on this group, but also that
the types of researchers which have emerged have ultimately tended to be-small
scale, qualitative studies, conducted by ethnic Chinese researchers, in specific
locales(Pang and Lau, 199863)
Ly OKFffSyaaya (GKS y2idiz2y 2F / KAySasS LIS2
clear this silence was related to problems of lack of awareness and data about Chinese
people in the UK. Lack of research at a general and specific lewdllags issues of
getting participants to come forward have contributed. Although the situation might
be assessed as having been bleak, the acknowledgment of a need for better research
glra Iy AYLRNIIFYyd adSLIWMAy3 ad2y Staryltoy LI N
LJ2 LJddzf | NJ LISNOSLIiA2yas GKS [/ KAyYSaB1994y37). NA
meant that acaemic discussion was able to start from a position which challenged
problematic stereotypical conceptions, which were often based on racial features and

not actual lived experiences.

Despite the worry, during the 1990s, over the lack of data informatiorthe British
Chinese, research would reveal more details over time. Principally, the issue of
population composition began to open up debate on the backgrounds of Chinese

residents:

Although not all of the Chinese people now living in Britain can ttheg
descent from ancestors who lived in Hong Kong, it would be true to say that most
of them could(Verma et al., 1999: 8)

5



It was also acknowledged that there were several Chinese waves of migration to the
UK, firstly seafarers linked to the poits Liverpool and London, secondly Hong Kong
economic migrants following changes in Hong Kong and thirdly more recent migrants,
coming for education and professional wdik, 1994) Within these three waves there
have been varieties of ethnic and linguistic division, such as origins in Hong Kong,
mainland China, Vietnam, Malaysia, and also the varied use of Hakka, Cantonese,
Mandarinand other Chinese dialectsi, 1994)In terms of location Chinese people are
shown to be present across the whole of the UK, tHomgimbers tend to be larger
around the Manchester/Liverpool area and Londdferma et al., 1999: 11Chau and
Yu(2001: 114115)note that the Chinese in Britain remain quite dispersed, this is due
to their employment based in Chinese food selling, and the advendégpersion can

offer in reducing competition.

1.3- 2 Chinese migration to the UK

Starting to question the status of British Chinese as silent therefore revealed a
population with a variety of migratory backgrounds, experiences and identifications.

Awaeness of these differences within the Chinese population serves to demonstrate
the dynamic and vibrant possibilities for understanding British Chinese people, not as a
single homogenous community, but as a population worthy of greater nuanced

understandirg and research. Of pressing concern in the coming overall discussion will
be what influence these sometimes chequered migrant histories have had on young

British Chinese, and to what extent the British Chinese population is set to change.

Each country ha its own definitions of national identity, and whilst they might be
discussed continuously, migrants in particular raise the issue of how far a national
identity can itself be defined and bounded. For Chinese migrants the size of China,
paradoxically withts internal diversity, yet outward perception of homogeneity, has
made Chinese identity an interesting topic for consideration in the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries. Questioning Chinese identity has become more pressing due to
combination of settld communities outside of China, as well as migrations in the
modern period. Under various dynasties in China migration was frowned upon and
GK2aS F2dzyR (G2 NBOdaNyzI 2y 0S  SMWargy2808: Y I &

57). But despite limitations on migration, China was a major trading nation. The
6



isolation of China in terms of outward migration was finally challenged in the late
nineteenth and early twentietitentury'sb C2f f 2 Ay 3 (GKS LISNA2R
late nineteenth century, during which threats to continued Chinese closure resmited

wars, political humiliation and colonialism, migration out of China became increasingly
possible. | use the term increasingly possible because, as Wang G(2@93)and

others have shown, the majority of Chinese nationals remained within the borders of
China, if not within the borders of their own village or provirian, 1999: chater 2,

Skeldon, 2003)

¢CKS NBadzZd 2F [/ KAYlQa LISNXKIFLA &dzNLINRAS
modernisation meant that many new migrants came from specific parts of China,
bringing with them specific languages, social practices and cultur&igb@amds(Li,

1994, Pan, 1994, Parker in Pan, 1999, Wang, 200@re was then a certain group of

people which made up migrants out of China, in the case of the UK the @airlgse
YAINryida 6SNBE WwWaSlIyYSy 2NRARIAYIFIGAYT YIAYT:
I KAYFXOf dzadSNBR F NRdzyR (KS R201ftFYyR I NBI .
(Parker in Pan, 1999: 304ylany of these first migrants were working in the British

navy and later were functioning as support for artillery or weapons batteries in World

War One. Often working under inhumane conditionkjn@se seamen did not always

enjoy parity with British nationals and their pay was notably lofRarker in Pan, 1999:

304)

Following tle aftermath of World War One the fissures caused in Chinese society by
encounter with the west, not only from the intrusions by Britain and European powers,
but under new threats such as Russia and a modernising Japan, took a heavy toll.
Besides colonialssets seized by Britain andakce across Asia, Japan usedriewly
industrialising and modernised army to influence Manchuria (renamed Manchukuo).
The result of colonialism in China was civil war. Early nationalists removed the Qing
dynasty in the initia 1900s, this lead to warlordism developing into further conflict
between Communist and a consolidated Nationalist political force in the 1940s. During,
and constitutive, of all of these changes in China World War One and then World War

Two took place.



With the communists having won the civil war by 1950, Japanese and colonial forces
were either removed, ejected through defeat in World War Two, or in the British case
restricted to Hong KondgParker, 1995, Pan, 1999, Skeldon, 2008) period of
migration closure was again experienced on the Chinese mainland. Chinese migration
was stemmed due to focus on rebuilding and modernisation, as well as communist
ideology, whib at that time lead to selfufficiency drives. Despite the new
government in China, elements of colonialism such as the British at Hong Kong
NEYIFIAYSR® t2LdzZ I GA2ya 2F [/ KAySasS L2 L)X S
1994) Today we see thlee ethnic populations continue in Thailand,alslysia,
Indonesia, Singaporehé¢ United States and increasingly Austrgfan, 1994, Wang,
2000) Many ethnicChinese had not necessarily chosen to remain in the new nations
which were formed around them during this time, and were in some sense now

trapped outside of mainland China.

Before this time, when new borders were hardening, many Chinese outside of China
believed themselves sojourners; migrant workers with the eventual goal of returning
G2 GKSANI LI FOS&a 2F O0ANILK® {222dz2NYyAy3 Aa
extended periods of stay, has been practiced by venturesome and entrepreneurial
indA ARdzl £ 4 YR (NIXRAY3I O2YYdzy Al A S@ang,y |
2003: 55) | will return later to discuss how the changing conceptionChiinese
migrants from sojourners to settlers caused difficulty in them being accepted in host
countries, and how this relates to Brita{see Chapter 2 regarding migration in the

United States in particular)

As Wang and Skeldgiskeldon, 2003, Wang, 1985, 1993, 200&ye illustrated the
experience of sojouring only makes up one part of the migration experience of
Chinese people. The connection between the UK and Hong Kong meant Hong Kong
acted as a gateway for emigration away from the region; with many taking up the
opportunity to either settle in the UKpflowing a period of seafaring with the navy, or
enter the country before increasingly tightening immigration laws became too
stringent. We can identify several waves or phases of mass migration(k894i 37

38, 4345) notes: original descendants and members of the community pre World War

One, later migrants post World War Two whomreathrough Hong Kong, students
8



and professionals coming after the 19608s. A useful aid in understanding the
migration history of Chinese people in the UK is provided by the British Museum who
have produced a timeline indicating changes in Chinese s&th in the UK. The
timeline illustrates the changes and waves cfnigration to the UK and | have drawn

from this and illustrated below:

Seventeenthcentury to midtwentieth century
t SNA2R LINB fFNHS YAINI A2y 3aZzin Wideteo ad

London mainly. Issues around citizenship and legal residence. Post World War Twe

are attempts to forcibly repatriate many Chinese seamen.

Gradual growth of the Chinese population post 1950s

1951 The Census recorded 12,523 Chimesaple living in England and Wales

1961 The Census recorded a Chinese population of 38,730 in England and Wales
- Migration is swelled by land reforms and economic difficulties in Hong Kong

- Increasing migration controls upon the former and existntpnies

1971 The Census recorded a Chinese population of 96,030 In England and Wales
1981 The Census recorded a Chinese population of 154,363 in England and Wales

- Issues around Hong Kong passport holders, eventually allowances are made

numberoff F YAf AS& WpnInnnQo

Figurel-/ KAy SasS aSaidtSyYSyd Ay GKS 'Y GAYSEtAYS
(British Museum, 2008)

By 2001 the census recorded 247,4@&sidents of Chinese ethnicity in the UK. In
comparison to other ethnic groups inthe U¥h it KSND pi2 2 WYaAESRQ W™
NAGAAKQ Hp2 W AA+YKSENY/S HIADY ¢ NRK A KR

smallest of these groupingfOffice for National Statistics, 2005J0 put this in

perspective there was a total of over 54 million residents of White ethnicity (92.1%) in

“ | am aware that several different assessments of the total Chinese population appear in this section;
however | believe this is due to different estimates, and also changes in estinetteeen official
government document publications.
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2001, with over 4.5 million in total of minoyitEthnic peoples (7.9%ffice for
National Statistics, 2005

With data beginning to be releasdtbm the 2011 census it is also possible to give a
more recent account aéthnicity in the UK. However the data in the tablelow omits
Scotland, significantly as well 'Chinese' has been moved into the 'Asian’ category
which means that a direct comparison with data from 2001 needs to be done with care.
In comparison to the2001 totals there are now approximately 393,000 people of

Chinese ethnicity in the UK.
Ethnic groups 2001 and 2011, England and Wales

United Kingdom Percentages
2001 2011
Irish 1.2 0.9
. Gypsy or Irish
White traveller 0 0.1
Other White 2.6 4.4
White and Black
Caribbean 0.5 0.8
Mixed/multiple ethnic  White and Asian 0.4 0.6
groups White and Black
African 0.2 0.3
Other Mixed 0.3 0.5
Indian 2.0 2.5
Pakistani 1.4 2.0
Asian/Asian British Bangladeshi 0.5 0.8
Chinesé 0.4 0.7
Other Asiart 0.5 1.5
Black/ African/ African 0.9 1.8
Caribbean /Black Carribean 1.1 1.1
British Other Black 0.2 0.5
Arab’ 0 0.4
Other ethnic group Any other ethnic
group' 0.4 0.6

1. Comparability issues exist between these ethnic groups for the 2002011 Census
2. No comparable data exists for these ethnic groups in 2001 Census

Source: Census 2001 and 2011, Office for National Statistics

Figure2 - Ethnicity in the UK from 2002011 censugOffice for National Statistics, 2012)

Because of the relatively small size of the Chinese population in Britain, historically
little attention has been paid to the internal differences within the group. Yet, as a
result of the three main phasesf anigration discussed already, there are a set of
varied experiences amongst the Chinese population. According tqFRam 1999:27,
Skeldon, 2003: 5he origins of many Chinese migrants are the South of China, areas

such as Guangdong and Fujian. Although we can point to a specific region for much
10



migration, the Chinese as a group are still more diverse in terms of geographic origins
and background. As exanie the table below illustrates the diversity of settled Chinese
populations in the UK:

Chinese population: by region of birth, April 2001

Great Britaln Perceritages
United Kingdom 28.7
England 25.2
Scatland 2.4
Wales 0.9
Northern Ireland a.r
Unnted Kingdom not spacifled? -
Other Europe o8
Africa 1.0
Asla 880
Hong KEong 28.7
China 18.7
Malaysla 5.4
Vietnam 4.2
Singapore 3.2
Talwvan 22
Rest of Asla 26
MNorth America? 0.7
South America 0.2
Oeceanla 0.3
Other .5
All Chingse 243,258

T includes respandents who dian 't specify where in the United
Eingdam,

2 ' negligible (less than 0.05)L

3 Includes the Caribbean and West inales.

Source: Census 2001, Office for Nattonal Statistics; Census 2007, General
Register Office for Scotland

Figure3-! Y / KAy Sa$S NXB a A Ri&kghifranDOfficeifoiIetion& Statisticis NABOSk 36)

In 2001 the main countries of birth were Hong Kong (29%), England (25%) and China
(19%),Malaysia (8%)Yietnam (4%) an&ingapore (3%(Office for National Statistics,
2006b: 35) Looking at figurg, a study of Chinese people in the UK needs to be clear

about the diversity within te Chinese population.

Along with these diverse countries of origin come a diverse set of linguistic
backgrounds. The encyclopaedic approach taken by(P2@0)indicatesseveral major

and minor language groups spoken by Chinese migrants, most of which came from
{2dz0K / KAYlIY WGKS tAy3dAaaidAald RAGSNERAGE 2
a southerner to make himself understood by another southerner livinghén next
G26y> tSaG ft2yS o0& | y(RaNIL39S RIPARHGUGHE dAdBAl | A Y =

depth discussion is not possible in this section, language can be seem as
11



differentiating factor within the early Chinese migrant populations, with some
speaking mutually unintelligible dialects specific to certain regions or villages. With
NBE3IF NR (2 (18%)8nguistic Study Ao@s a tripartite division between the
majority of migrants, which speak mainly Cantonese (Yue or Guangdong Hua) but also
Hakka (Kejia) and Mandarin (HapnyButonghua)(Li, 1994: 41) Additionally it is
important to note that written text, before the introduction 0P&A A YLIX A FASRQ C
in the 1950s, was commonly shared across China. Despite the issue that many were
illiterate, a common written text allowed for communication across linguistic
boundaries in some sense. How language might influence this projettatsthe

parents of many young British Chinese arrived before the educational changes which
have taken place within both Hong Kong and mainland China; the communist
government focusing in particular on the spread of literacy and speech, hence the
translatoy 2 F tdzi2y3IKdzZr = 2yS yIEYS FT2N al YRI NJ
Chinese is then a specific factor in understanding what Chineseness is for many British

Chinese.

The Chinese population has a distinct dispersion pattern, most being concentrated in

Lordon, the South East and North West as the data in P4l895)illustrates:

Percentage of total
Region Persons | Chinese population

Greater London 56,800 36.1
South East 27,100 27.1
North West 16,400 10.4
Scotland 9,500 6.1
West Midlands 8,600 5.5
Yorkshire/Humberside 8,100 5.2
East Midlands 6,400 4.1
South West 6,100 3.9
North 5,200 3.3
Wales 4,700 3
East Anglia 4,000 2.5

Figure4 - Population distribution of Chinese people in Britain in 18@produced from Parker,
1995: 76, original based on data from Owen, 1993)
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Although the census of 1991 data is problematic, as Parker notes the census was not
sent in Chinese, leading to a suspected und®ording, altering the estimated
156,900 in 1991 to a possible 162,4(0@an, 1999: 306)these figures still give a
generally accurate picture of how Chinese people were distributed nationally, then and
now. Adamson et alAdamson et al., 2005b: 3upports the trends in Park@ work
though the total figures offered are based on lower population estimates which omit
Scotland (England given a total of 141,6@6A3lamson et al., 2005bAlthough the
Chirese population is greatest around the London and Manchester metropolitan areas,
there is generally felt to be a spread out distribution; with the Chinese living all across
the nation and also being dispersed within the regions they are most highly
concentated in (Chau and Yu, 2001, Parker, 1995: 75, Parker in Pan, 1999: 306)
Despite the geographic spread, the location of Chinatowns in cities such as London,
Liverpool, Manchster, Newcastle upon Tyne, Birmingham and notable presences in
Nottingham and Bristol, gives a natural focus for some members of the Chinese

population, as well as possibly attracting community interest groups to be located here.

With the release of the2011 census data a more up to date description of Chinese
population distribution can be given. Whilst the totals are matiddgher than those
in figure 4 it is notable that the general distribution with London, the South East and

North West being mostepresentative, remainfOffice for National Statistics, 2012)

Area Asian/Asian British: Chinese

Total Percentage
ENGLAND AND WALES 393,141 0.7
ENGLAND 379,503 0.7
WALES 13,638 0.4
NORTH EAST 14,284 0.6
NORTH WEST 48,049 0.7
YORKSHIRE AND THE HUM 28,435 0.5
WEST MIDLANDS 31,274 0.6
EAST 33,503 0.6
LONDON 124,250 15
SOUTH EAST 53,061 0.6
SOUTH WEST 22,243 0.4

Figure5 - Current estimates for the ethnic Chinese population from the 2011 cetakisn from table
KS201EWOffice for Natimal Statistics, 2013)
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As of the 2001 census 243,258 Chinese people were recorded as living in (it

for National Statistics, 2006jkhis figure 393,000 in the 2011 censuiistinctly there

are a large number of both British born Chinese (often referred to and self referring as
BBCs, see www.britishchinesgime.com) and Hong Kong born Chinese, which form
the younger generations. However, part of the huge growth in the Chinese population
between 1991 and 2001, which at this point itself stands as ten years old and is
therefore in need of revision, is due tan increase in the migration of Chinese
nationals (most likely students) to the UK. As a National statistics feature on ethnicity

and religion notes:

The proportion born in the UK (29 per cent) was the smallest of aHWbite
populations and has changeery little in the decade between 1991 and 2001.
While the overall Chinese population increased from 157,000 to 243,000
between 1991 and 2001, the proportion born in the UK remained almost the
sameg 28 per cent in 1991 and 29 per cent in 2001. Over #aes period, the
proportion born in Hong Kong declined from 34 per cent to 29 per cent, along
with smaller declines in the proportions born in Malaysia, Singapore and Vietnam.
Conversely, the proportion born in China and Taiwan increased from 13 per cent
in 1991 to 21 per cent in 20QDffice for National Statistics, 2009:-36).
This project will dcus on the descendents of Chinese migrants, the so called British
Born and British Chinese, raised here from childhood (which | refer to together as
young British Chinese). The young British Chinese are most likely the children of those
arriving in the 180s to 1980s. A prominent feature of the Chinese migrants arriving
during this period is their concentration in the catering sector. Concentration in
catering has also contributed to the dispersion of Chinese families across the UK as a
strategy to reducecompetition in specialisatioParker in Pan, 1999, Skeldon, 2003:
58). A combination of factors contributed to Chinese immigrants to the UK often going
into catering work. Although a proportion did arrive as professionals, and were
therefore able to work (many Malaysian Chinese came to be nurses) most migrants
were from the working classes. Driven by economic hardships in Hong Kong and the
political changesn China, most migrants came with few formal qualifications and a
lack of good English. Despite the possible difficulty of finding work, Chinese migrants to
the UK were able to take advantage of both a rising disposable income level and a
corresponding ingrest in new food types; this would lead to the opening of Chinese

take-aways and restaurants. Parker notes that as time went on the:
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Requirement of having a job secured in advance furthered the concentration of
Chinese settlers in catering, with restaotaowners filling openings in their
businesses by recruiting newcomers through family and village connections
(Parker in Pan, 1999: 305)
This trend meant that the settled Chinese population in the UK has tended to be self
supporting and based around family units. Chinese people are therefore dispersed in
location but less dispersed in terms of occupation, as the figures for top five job

postions indicate:

Chinese men 2001:

Cooks (23.12), Restaurant managers (8.30), Software professi
(3.74), Sales assistants (3.36), Waiters (3.09) = 41.61 per cent/49,

Chinese women 2001:

Sales assistant (9.17), Cooks (7.43), Nurses (5.%8tauRants
managers (5.11), Waitresses (4.45) = 32.12 per cent/46,760

Figureb6 - Chinese people'sazupationgfigures from Office for National Statistics et al., 2005: 510)

Here 2001 figures for England and Wales suggest a strong (23.12%) occupation
preference for cooks amongst @bse men and we might also factor in the 8.30% of
restaurant owners and 3.09% waiters, in total meaning 34.51% work within the
OFGSNAY3 aSOG2NY / KAYySasS 62YSyQa ¢2N] Aa
the totals for cooks, restaurant managers anditresses we find 16.99% work within
catering. The continued reliance on the catering sector points to the relevancy of this
experience for large numbers of British Chinese,support of this the National

Qi dAaGA0a FSEFGdzNBE 2y SYLX 2e8YSyid |yR &S:
changes between 1991 and 2001 were the Chinese and Indian, for whom there were
y2 ySg 200dzLJ GA2ya [Officeiiok Natiomah Stefisticy €t al.(120652 Y Y
508)

However there has been some change in relation to the catering trade, if we look at
1991 census aggregates for copkesstaurant managers and waiting staff we find 46.02

for Chinese men and 24.07 for Chinese wometi.61 fall for men,-7.08 fall for
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women). This change can be explained by the reduced numbers of Chinese now
entering the UK to work in the catering sectavith a shift towards students and
professionals. The evidence of qualitative research also suggests later generations are
tending to work outside catering and diversifying in their choice of wércher and

Francis, 2006, Francis and Archer, 2005a, Parker, 1995, 1998)

Whilst the statistical and historical background of the Chinese population is briefly
given this far, it is also noteworthy to mention the experience and existence of illegal
Chinese migrants the UK. In particular the incident of Morecambe B&p£2 when
twenty-three (Chinese) ackle pickers drowned highlighting the risks illegal workers
were taking and their treatment. Investigative journalist Hsidng Pai has written in
detail alout not only those involved inackle picking, but a wide range of other trades,
behind the scenes atstaurantsand takeaways, pickingegetables massage parlours,

in the sex trade and factorie$HsiaeHung, 2008) The 2006 film 'Ghosts' also
dramatises the life of Chinese migrant workers in Britain. Pieke (Etieke, 2004)ake

a more academic look at the topic of Chse migration and the hardships involved,
with a focus on Fujianese migrants. Through fieldwork conducted in the UK, ltaly,
Hungary and Fujian a complex picture emerges of the specifics of Chinese migration
amongst a particular group from a particular gesghic region of China. All three of
these works mentioned underscore the complexities of Chinese migration in the
modern era, and even the existence of a hierarchy of Chinese settlement with illegal

migrants decidedly at the bottom.
1.3- 3 The young Brish Chinese

Having looked at the conditions of settlement in the UK it can perhaps be seen why

. NAGAAK / KAYySaS KI@S 2FG4Sy 0SSy 20SNI 22
other ethnicities marked as troublesome. Indeed the dispersed nature of the Chinese
populdion has meant they are rarely felt to be a threat to local populations, as they

are not visible in large numbers. Employment within the catering trade means many
Chinese families are self employed, thereby posing little threat to other employment
sectors,and being insulated from discrimination within those; it should be noted
though that one reason for concentration within catering was the difficulty of entering

the employment sector in the first place.
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As time has gone on employment concentration fegirllustrate that catering is
becoming less important for the Chinese populat{@ffice for National Statistics et al.,
2005) One reasn for the change in employment choice is that being educated within

the British system, and speaking English, successive generations of British Chinese may
face fewer barriers to mainstream employment. Lynn PRan, 1994pargued in the

early 1990s that the younger members of the Chinese population were not doing well:

[T]he dispersed nature of Chinese settlement results in Children being placed in
schools with little or no experience of dealimgth ethnic minorities. Yet others

say that it is because the children are confused, alienated and unhappy, or they
have to help out in the family catering business, or because they are so
withdrawn that their difficulties are overlooked by their teachgi®an, 1994:
279)

hy GKS 20KSNJ KFYR 2Fy3 Ddzy3¢dzQa 206aSNDI .

The serious test will come when another generation grows up. Stable politics and

a sound economy in Britain will guarantee a high degree of tolerance toward the

Chinese, which should increase the opportunities to assim{lateng, 1999: 105)
Ly & dzLJLJ2 NJj1999: A05»ptinyisHcC@recast, Parker, who wrote extensively

about young British Chinese issustated:

Educationally, the emerging generations seem to be doing well. In 1995
approximately threequarters of Chinese students applying for entry into higher
education institutions in Britain were successful, a greater proportion than any
other ethnicgroup (Parker in Pan, 1999: 307)
Government statistics also reflected positively on British Chinese pupils, in 2004
W/ KAY SaS thelandst likely @ Sidhieve five or more GCSE grade€ Af
9y 3IAf I YyRYE gAGK T LISNI OSyid 2F / KAYS&AS 3IAN
(Office for National Statistics, 20068)his trend towards high attainment for Chinese
addzRSyida ¢t a |faz2 adzldIR2NISR AYy wnnp Ay
A RS y(Dfficé oONational Statistics et al., 2005: Bjost recent statistics support

the trends of the past in terms of Chinese pupil attaent:

Chinese pupils are the highest attaining ethnic group. The attainment gap
between Chinese pupils and the national level is 20.4 percentage points,
unchanged from 2009/10. Whilst the proportion of Chinese pupils achieving 5 or
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more A*C grades at (BE or equivalenincluding English and mathematics
GCSEs has increased between 2006/07 and 2010/11, the rate of improvement is,
slower than that seen nationalfpepartment of Education, 2012).

However the question as to what the future of the British Chinese community will be
remains. Historically there have been issues around fitting in and being accepted as
British for ethnically Chinese people, issues which go beyond grade averages found in
national statistics. Although many Chinese migrants came to the UK to seek
employment, the majority are not from wealthy backgrounds and have had to work in
catering to maintain themselves and raise their famili{@scher and Francis, 2006,
Francis and Archer, 2005a, Li, 1994.. 47)eed with the long working hours required

to make a living sim many takeaways, socialising was not always possible for many
AYRAGARdzZE f &ad 2 y3 Ddzy3dgdz £ YSyida GKIFIG We
rarely reported on. And the fact that, until recently, wealth in itself was not a Chinese
cultural value isk f a2 y 20 AR S206D:(1D@FRetkotypes such as the

W/ KAYFYFYQT | @F3dzS FyR LISNLISGdzZ € F2NBA:
political siuation in China, have made settlement and citizenship complicated
questions, especially for those from-€x2 f 2y A Sas> WLG g2dzZ R G 1
dispel the picture of every Chinese as someone always loyal to China and never fully
attached to his oK S NJ I R 2 LJ{V#aRg, 20@0Y88)Because many of the 1960

80s generations came without good English ability, this has also contributed to the
difficulty of being seen as full British nationals; Indeed Lynn Pan commented,
a2YSgKIG G2y3dzS Ay OKSS|1 L adzallsSods GKI
9y It AaK A@RAINAWPP0B[ NY SRQ

Whereas, for example, we have the overarching work of Wang Guiig9@4, 2000,
2003)to point us in a general direction about @bse adaptability outside of China,
nationally based academics such as Pa®&95) Song(1995) Archer and Francis
(2005a, 2005b, 2009 resent the most irdepth studies for the UK. Parké995)has
found racism has been prevalent in some catering establishments, often when young
British Chinese work at the service counter. Younger generations may therefore be
affeded by the negative attitudes individuals hold towards their parents, despite many
not directly sharing their migratory backgrounds and having spent much of their lives

in the UK. What is evident though is the amount of hard work which many Chinese
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migrants have put into settling in BritaigArcher and Francis, 2008h what ways the
NAGAEAK . 2Ny YR . NARUGAAK /KAySasS gAatt NB
understand their position for the future is of great interest, though it has only begun to
be explored. Continuing to try to understand the experiences of young British Chinese
people is crucial, if we are not to continue in ignorance about a significant set of
experiences within the UK. Acknowledging the existing generations of young British
Chinese is also important in the context of future migrations of Chinese peoples to the
UK, for example students from mainland China, whom may have a different set of

needs.

1.4 Conclusion and thesis structure

Evidence presented here shows that the Britishn€bé have a distinct makap.
Whilst many, from the majority Hong Kong migrants, have tended to work in catering,
it would beincorrect to assumall British Chinese as sharing these experiences. Indeed
the picture of the British Chinese population is oset increasingly to change for
younger generations, it is here where the future of Chinese experiences in Biegin |
This investigation moves to apply the notion of youth transition to understand, and
reveal, the ways in which the unique variety of bgrunds present have come to
AKFLIS @&2dzy3 LIS2LX SQa tA@Sas a ¢Sttt | a

shape their own futures as well.

The thesiss structured agollows:

In the Literature review (chapter two) the background of the Chinese in Britain will be
looked at in greater detail from a research perspective. This serves to assess the place
of this thesis within existing literature in the UK. The chapternth@rns to
transnational, and theoretical, areas of research which inform this thesis, and have the
potential to expand and link understanding of Chinese experiences in and outside of

Britain.

The methodology (chapter three) then gives a breakdown ofga@ning, conducting
and analysis of the projects fieldwork stages. Included are reflections on the process as

a whole, and an assessment of the participants as a group.
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Family is the topic of the first of four empirical chapters (chapter four). Thetehap
serves to illustrate the impact of processes of migration and settlement for British

| KAYSaS FlIYAtASad | 2dzy3 LIS2L) SQa | 002 dzy i
parents and in particular the chapter looks at the influence of catering work hwias

been shown to be influential in British Chinese families in previous research.

Language and identity forms the focus of the next chapter (chapter five). In this section
language and its influence on young British Chinese is analysed. The chagbsr op
with a look at interactions in and around Hong Kong, a significant site for a majority of
British Chinese people. Interactions in Hong Kong were marked by feelings of both joy
and ambivalence, these experiences therefore allow the concept of Britighesgh
identity to be opened up. Moving on, the chapter looks at why language comes to be
important to many young people, or at least represents a significant part of their
biographies which should be explored. The Chinese school is a central part of
experences of learning and possibly rejection of Chinese language. The Chinese school
also forms an important and rare example of a place in which Chineseness might be
encountered in the UK, yet as accounts demonstrate it is often a certain version of
Chinesenss. Finally the chapter breaks down some of the functions language plays,
such as the facilitation of communication between parents and young people, and

wider British society.

Education and transition (chapter six) are two topics which are centraldasthdy of
youth. In this chapter we find that these themes remain distinctly important to
participants in this thesis as well. Significantly the chapter contextualises youth
research and youth research on transition. British Chinese transitions havg bereh
explored, if at all, and the chapter thereby makes an important contribution to
ongoing debates in both youth research and studies related to (Chinese) ethnicity. As
participants were mostly drawn from sixth forms and university, the chapter focuses
mainly on the routes young people take through school to university and their hopes
for the future. Underlying what seem to be a set of quite linear transitions, are the
FALIANFGAZ2YEa LI NIAOALIYGAa KSERX GKSass Syl
well as awareness of the problematic employment niche in catering, many young

people had experienced and wished to avoid.
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Leisure is the final empirical chapter (chapter seven). In this chapter discussion is
broadened out to look at notions of freeme and young peopl€dse of space. An

effect of the linear transitions young British Chinese were making is that little free time

and leisure time was open to many of the participants whilst they were still in school.
Other constraints such as the attde of parents, money and time away from school
contributed here. The educational transition from school to university marked a key
shift in notions of identity for many, with more time to explore leisure. For some
participants their leisure activies 8&XSY RSR S NX ASNJ Ay G SNBa
principally initiated by the TVB channel(s). This might lead to an interest in Anime or
RN} YIad !f2y3aARS (KSaS SELSNASYyOSa 6SNEB
such as going to the gym, shopping andividual hobbies. Although these leisure
experiences may not contribute so strongly to theoretical notions of Chineseness, they
illustrate the processes of change between previous generations and the current ones,
they also mark important periods in v hybrid forms of identity might emerge.
Leisure has tended to be overlooked in the existing literature on British Chinese, and
the chapter seeks to humanise participants as well as contribute to a better

understanding of the significance of leisure tastigroup.

Finally the thesis concludes with a chapter discussing the findings (chapter eight). Key

aims are addressed as are the contributions of the thesis to research.
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Chapter 2 Literature review

As most of the settled British Chinese migrated to the UK during the 1960s to 1980s a
logical review of the literature should seek to understand the possible influence of this
heritage on young British Chinese. At the same time there is a need to encompass
flexible notions of identity and ethnic identity, principally because Chinese migrants
entered theUK to progress economically and provide a better future for their children
The literature review therefore functions to marry these two notions of past and
present, being and becoming, framing the discussions to come and preparing the
ground for participantsown accountsHow the literature might be brought together

with youth transitions literature is made clear at the outset.

Following annitial appraisal of youth transitions literaturkethen divide my review of

the literature into three parts. Firsh more thorough review of the existing research on
British Chinese people is presented. My reading of the existing research suggests that
key workhas been done on the impact of racism and social justice issues on the British
Chinese population, following this there has also been a nascent set of work around
the importance of catering family backgrounds and education for future generations.
Neverthekss, existing research on, and with, the young British Chinese is in need of a
more comprehensive look at how multiple life experiences and transitions are
important, this will become evident through the review presented. Following, the
second partof the review focuses on how transnational experiences of Chinese
families might highlight the particularities of the British Chinese situation. In particular
a look at American Chinese and those of more recent transnational family formations
serves to indicatete somewhat unigque experience Chinese in Britain have had, the
work reviewed also shows how identifications with China and Chineseness work in
practice and are shaped through the everyday. Finally the review builds on the notion
of Chineseness as a theoial concept, looking across wider debates of social

construction, diasporgand hybridity.

Ultimately the suggestion is that British Chinese do not draw on a singular point of
reference, or exist in a capsule, in which an ideal sense of self exiatsessed and

transmitted. The movement of humans across geographical spaces has necessarily
22



meant that life experiences come to be informed by time spent in these places,
regardless of the degree of isolation which may be felt by some; particularly earlier
migrants. The degree to which these migrant experiences come to shape future
generations of young British Chinese shall become evident through the subsequent
chapters, and this discussion is enriched through an appreciation of how other Chinese
migrants tave fared globally. Indeed by acknowledging that there are a range of
Chinese migrations, experiences, and emergent identities, we can arguably better
know the importance of researching what being Chinese means in various contexts

this avoids searching feelusive authentic/inauthentic cases

2.1- Transitions and coupling young Chinese experiences

This study contributes to the extension of theamsitions and youth literature by
following the arguments of Furlong and MacDonald, both have argued thasitiams

and youth cultural studies may benefit from greater understanding and integration
(Furlong et al, 2006, Furlong et al, 2011, MacDonald, 2084 will be demonstrated

the study of youth in Britain would also benefit from appreciating the specific
experiences of young British Chinese, who have until now rarely featured in research,

and not been a part of discussions on transition.

Youth transitions literature covers a range of approaches, in the UK study has tended
to focus on the challenges andariges taking place in young peoples' lives. Shifts have
occurred over time, with an emphasis in early research on school to work transitions
being primary(Willis, 1977) Whilst this approach often analysed the inner workings of
institutions and behaviourshought to influence a successful 'transition’ being made
from school to work, we have to ask the question to what extent was this mode of
enquiry interested in interrogating and breaking from societal expectations, and
assumptions, about the nature of boeducation and work. In principle the seemingly
unshakable tether between the stateduty to provide education at least at school
level, and the then hope that this will translate to more productive citizens-polsbol.
Furlong and Cartme(Furlong andCartmel, 1997)have put that the educational
bargain is an unequal one, attention needing to be paid to the inequalities inherent in

the education systemEducationis often complicated by the attitudes of teachers to
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certain pupils, a structuring of le@ng which may not be flexible to encompass all
forms of learninganda curriculum which content is not necessarily of obvious value to
thosefrom varying social backgrounds. These notable challenges inherent in education
may end upcausing difficultiesni the classroom, outside of,iand ultimately in the

workplace.

Much like other aspects of social enquiry which straddle ghset-modernturn, youth
transitions research has similarly dealt with the profusion of areas in which enquiry
might go. Initially as mentionedthe simplistic move from school to wkralongside

child to adult, werethe main area of research. Howeverwith the challenge to
increasingly incorporate studies of gendered experiertbere has been a need to
expand and specify the ways which this is important. In some respects the study
tended towards young men, because as the economic times were also shifting in the
1980s so called 'jobs for life' were increasingly scarce. This prompted a reassessment
of the established notions ofrdnsition as linked to progress through school and to
work. In the North East of England particular attention to the effects of a depressed
labour market on youth transitions have been paid by researchers in Tyneside
examples include MacDonakt al's wok, as well asthat within Newcastlesuch as
Hollands and NayafHollands, 2002, 2003, MacDonald and Marsh, 2004, MacDonald
et al, 2005, MacDonald and Shildrick, 2007, Nayak, 2006)

The work of authors such as Hollanff$ollands, 1990rand Furlong and Canel
(Furlong and Cartmel, 199T%pgs illustrated that the role of work in youth transition
was becoming less secure, if anything transitions were increasingly fragmented or
elongated. A variety of descriptors have been usedlltstrate these shifting sals;
'stickers and 'switchers for example. Some social commatdrs in sociology such as
Giddens(Giddens, 1984and BeckBeck, 2000, 2008rgued that society in the west

as a whole is in transitigrand fragmentation has been occurring for some time.
Perhaps this leads to 'choice biographies' in which the most secure way of illustrating
the transitions young people are making is through an understanding at an individual
level. Naturally though this focus on the individual sometimes omits the importahce
time honoured categories for social analysis and explanation such as genderasthss

in terms of the transitions debate more recenttiie role of ethnicity and culture.
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Alongside the work on youth transitions has been a set of long running wotkeon
cultural experiences of young people. Sometimes seen asuiiral but also looking

at ethnic and minority groups experiences of youth, musical, gendered subcultures and
even more generally at aspects of youth culture suchhasbedroom and interné
Incorporation of these approachem response to both MacDonald and Furlong's calls
for a more integratedand less separated approach,valuable(Furlong et al, 2006,
2011,MacDonald et al, 2009ylacDonald andshildrick, 200) In terms of this study

the drawing on of both a transitions approach as well as an understanding of the
cultural backgrounds and approaches young people come from will be vairalplet

only addressing the problem of transitions being associated with a linear or bounded
look at young peoples' lives, perhaps too reliant or focused on the areas of education
and work, but also allow for exploration of hitherto undeferenced and under
incorporated aspects of lives and influences on them. An approach which is flexible to
the madern conditions and expectations of young people in Britain is required, as is
one which can accept the nuances between desires to follow a path and linear route,
but at the same time express the realities sometimes captured in the phrase ‘critical

moment' or 'choice biography(Furlong et al, 2006, Thompson, 2002 )

In the coming literature review | seek to first demonstrate a number of existingsvork
which may be drawn upon to understand British Chinese experiences. This research
demonstrates the complexitiegnd variety of positions and influenceshich can be
taken into account within the later empirical studgnd its interpretations of young
peoples' interview accounts. Having demonstrated this existing set of literature | will
build on thisin the empirical chaptersthe diagram below(figure 7)shows how the

core concepts in youth transition on the left, and then the overlapping intricacies of
young peoples' lives in the centravhich together can be said to comprise 'youth
transitions' researchand its connected areas of youth study, can be taken forward

through the concepts on the far right.
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Inear
Successful/unsuccessful : :
Elongated transitions Effects of migration
Fragmented Gender and transition Diaspora
. . Geographic, particular and Chinesenessas a
Choice Biography specific transitions concept

Existing transitions
literature and youth
cultural study

Contribution
from thesis

Figure7 - Diagram of transitions key concepts, youth studies insights and thesis contribution

2.2 British Chinese/Chinese in Britakassessing the research environment

In the introduction (chapter one) | briefly summarised research on British Chinese
people i/ GKS ! YT y2iAy3a (GKS RS&AANB (2 I RRN
YAY2NRGEeQY FyR Ffaz2z GKS O2yyvyzyfeée KSER
homogenous. Indeed a popular way to begin papers and academic discussions of the
Chinese population in Britai is with the lament that the group is misunderstood and
neglected. The conclusion of research has often been to demonstrate that a
combination of population dispersion, population size (being relatively small), and
difficulty fitting into British societyhave produced a lack of understanding in wider
society. Yet even within the small group of researchers looking at British Chinese there

is still debate as to what the term British Chinese actually refers to, and to the

meanings this has. Pang and Lauewample surmised that:

The Chinese in Britain are a fairly homogenous group, and until the last decade or
so, the majority of them came from Hong Kong. Thus, due to their origins, the
culture of the British Chinese can be traced back to the values dwuk aif the

Hong Kong Chinese, which has its own idiosyncréBaasy and Lau, 1998: 864)

Whilst with the benefit of greater research in the intervening period, Chan et al
interpreted the dominance of Hong Kong Chinese migrants within British Chinese

research differently:

Since there is little study distinguishing the needs of different Gaiggoups, the
study of the UK Chinese community has become the study of UK Hong Kong
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Chinese people. The social and psychological behaviour of Hong Kong Chinese
people has been generalised and applied to other UK Chinese g{@bps et al.,
2004 4).

Therefore, when choosing to base a research project on any part of the British Chinese
population, it is important that we state which portion of this group we are looking at.

If for example it is determined that homogeneity is the result of kirity and shared
backgrounds, then the introduction, this review, and ultimately the views of

participants, demonstrates that the British Chinese are not homogenous.

The question of homogeneity is like the quotes above suggest one of the depth of
existng research, and interpretation of findings. In this first section of the review | look
at British Chinese research, showing that research so far has focused on racism and
social justice concerns, also expanding to look at the impact of catering and exfucat

on families and young people. Following this review it should become clearer the need
to question the continued relevance of existing findings, in particular, as little research
has been conducted nationally, whether these findings also apply totB@isnese in

the North East. Central to the arguments found within this study will be that there is
much more to young British Chinese transitions than the currently covered research

topics; which often focus strongly on reactions to racism in variousgorm

2.2-1 Racism and social justice

During the 1990s ethnicity and its meaning were increasingly debated the UK. The
Stephen Lawrence case for example, in which a young black man was killed by white
men and police mishandling of the case was said teetwntributed to the difficulties

in catching the criminals involved, exemplified growing national worry over the ability

of both government and society to treat all individuals equally and fé@lyan et al.,

2004) For Chinese people in Britain the 1990s wonddrk a watershed period, in

which not only were they recognised more openly in statistics, as seen in the
introduction, but also in more detailed research. Arguably the fact that Chinese people
have represented a minority, with the associated myths of Bein $O2ft f SO |
O2YyF2NX¥AAUGT SYUGNBLINBYSdZNRALF > RS TASNSBefl >~ |
al., 2009: 9Q)has meant that most resedrmn the Chinese in Britain has, and still is,

concerned with the effects of racism and social justice. From the 1990s onwards two
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areas of discussion, firstly reports commissioned by academics and Chinese community
groups and secondly academic papers,Mued both rebuttals and increasing nuance
about important issues facing the Chinese population. These discussions illustrated
racism and social justice issues. Racism was often related to the Chinese popQlations
visible difference to the communities inhich they lived, for example the takeaway
running family which was located in outlying urban areas. Racism might also be found
at an institutional level, for example within the police, education sector or within
decision making. Social justice issues nyostlated to those members of the Chinese
population which were, for a variety of reasons, not making use of the possible range

of services available to thef@ddamson et al., 2009, Chan et al., 2004)

Whilst mention of racism is common in the media, its actual éffean be quite varied
and specific to those groups targeted. A recent report looking at racism against those

of Chinese ethnicity by Adamson et al found that:

The UK Chinese people are subject to substantial levels of racist abuse, assault
and hostility. The types of racist abuse suffered by UK Chinese people range from
racist namecalling to damage to property and businesses, arson, physical attacks
sometimesmvolving hospitalisation and murdéAdamson et al., 2009: 10)

Commissioned by Min Qua@idamson et al., 2009 rights group which represents
Chinese people in theK) with a focus on Manchester and London, the report wanted

to demonstrate the difficulties racism posed for Chinese people in the UK. Experiences

of racism are complex. For example Adamson et al put that:

[R]ecent figures from the British Crime Survé0206 show that people from
mixed and Asian ethnic backgrounds (31 per cent and 26 per cent respectively)
had a higher risk of becoming a victim of crime (any British Crime Survey crime)
than people from white (23 per cent), Black (22 per cent) or ChiaeseOther

(21 per cent) ethnic backgrounds and that there were no statistically significant
changes in the risk of victimisation for any of the ethnic groups since-@604
(Adamson et al., 2009: 24)

These figures suggest, of the ethnic groups studied, the Chinese are not the most likely
to be victimised. However ambiguity arises because racism is somewhat subjective in
its definition within police reporting. It also happens that crime statistics doaheays

represent Chinese people separately from other groups, especially at the national level

(Adamson et al., 2009: 25As Adamson et #Adamson et al., 2009pund though the
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experience of racism amongst Chinese people in the UK is significant, and may not be
accurately represented by figures which compare them with other ethnic groups nor
national averages. As the table below illustrates a quite specific setasons for

racism emerged from both surveys and qualitative research in this study:

- Minority ethnic people as soft targets

- Intolerance of difference and change

- Decreased fear of authorityyoung people in particular

- Jealousy

- Visibility

- Documented examlps of Chinese illegal migrant workerscapegoating

- Media bias and lack of positive coverage of the impact of migration in UK
- Racism in which one race is believed superior to another

Figure8 - Reasons for racism against Chinese people in thAd&mson et al., 2009: 332)

The effect of racism on the Chinese population has been compounded by various social
justice issues, many of which are a direct result of what researchers have described as
Wdzy YS G (Gh&SeR al.Q2004)Reproduction below of Chan ét f @GD4: 9)

findings table demonstrates the needs of members of the survey they conducted. It
should be noted though, and is done so by the researchers, that the survey was mostly
filled in by those in larger urban areas, ttegurn rate was also only 14.6% (316/2500).
Problems of incorrect address and a low response rate may have skewed the
responses somewhat, though the researchers did make a useful attempt at accounting

for the distribution of Chinese people under the popul A 2y OF 6 SI2NR Al
OMnpkMonnOX WYSRAdZYQ oO0Tckcnnox WavYlfttQ o
LI2adrt &adz2NWSe FyR aSYA &GNHzZOGdzZNBR Ay G SN
economically active, and wefl R dzO |(Ch&nRetial 2004: 10) As we know from the
statistical evidence as well as other stud{®arker, 1995, Francis and Archer, 2005a:

91) the majority of the settled adult population are Hong Koimmigrants with low

qualifications, which may indicate that the findings undepresent this group.
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Table 9: Respondents’ problems over the past 12 months (PS)

Problems encountered during the past 12 months N %
Finaneial difficulties 127 40
Work pressures 102 32
Illness 100 32
Communication difficulties with health workers 0] 20
Relationship problems with spouse/ partner 61 20
Housing problem 59 19
Racial diserimination 58 18
Children's study problems 55 17
Business problems 51 16
Problems on parenting 46 15
Pressures on caring for sick family members 45 14
Relationship problems with colleagues 43 14
Relationship problems with friends 43 14
Unemployment 42 13
Relationship problems with friends 43 14
Relationship problems with children 40 13
Friend/'relative passed away 39 12
Racial harassment / attacks 39 12
Relationship problems with parents 35 11
Relationship problems with neighbours 34 11
Pregnancy 18 3]

Total N =316
Figure9-/ KAy SasS LIS2L) SQa LINRP@EIO&Y®Y Ay [/ KIFy SiG ¢
Ly G SNBailAy 300D parkcipants &idinotlpkad® dacism at the top of their
problems. However the problem of using quantitative methods with a sample group,
which is both hard to reach and magck variable language abilities, is that results
might hide the complex interconnections which underlie the data. These findings are
balanced out by qualitative research, which vitally makes a link between abstract
LINPOf SYa adzOK | a and WHat/neyiliers bffthe Rhings€ poPudation A S &
might do in the face of these issues. For Chan €2@04)respondents tended to rely
on a variety of sources, for example children, often with better English skills, could be
asked for help in the firsinstance. Immediate family if nearby might also be asked
(Chan et al., 2004)Coupled with the belief that the Chinese population is self

sufficient, Chan et a2004)point out that those community organisations which do
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exist beyond the family (such asAy vdzZ'y |yR GKS 2FA Ay

Association) are nevertheless hampered by:

[L]ack of resources, especially finance, has meant that many Chinese
organizations could mainly provide leisure and social activities with limited
capacities in addressimgcism, family problems and the psychological health of
Chinese people. In short, UK Chinese organizations are relatively weak rather
than silent organizationfChan et al., 2004: 529,
YSe | ONRaa o2 {(2009) RIRY d Ky (ZQ0Brépofis@as &he finding
that communication difficulties were paramount for adult and older members of the
population. These communication difficulties may result from lower English
attainment in those migrants from the 1960/60s migration era, before H&ogg
education reforms. With problems in telling services what they want, some Chinese
people might choose to take matters into their own hands or not notify anyone
(Adamson et al., 2009: 81, Chan et al., 2004: T8¢ policeif they were felt not to
deal effectively with a problem, might be seen as a soft touch, or perhaps racist or
RAGONAYAYI 02NE Ay GKSANI I LILINRI OK ®(2009§ RSS R
report is that of a man killed by attackers and the subsequent battle to get police to

take the matter more seriously.

The basis for the reports discussed was in uncovering the effects and extent of racism
and the connected way in which social justice might Bplered. But a problem of

finding accurate data exists for those studying the Chinese population. As The Chinese
Comnunity Centre (Londonfound, 1 KS &t YS &adz2N®Seé dzaSR Ay |
(Adamson et al., 2009)he Bitish Crime Survey, is difficult to apply to Chinese people:

[T]he number of Chinese people included in the BCS sample is too small to enable
any separate analysis to take place. In the 2000 BCS, the number of Chinese
respondents was 54 from a total sarepbf 23,285, or just over 0.2%d he
Chinese Community Centre, 2005. 8)
The importance of conducting new surveys and interviews with British Chinese is
therefore highlighted. It is possible to agree broadly with Tlenese Community
Centre report(The Chinese Community Centre, 2008:08 which notes the following
issues and challenges for Chinese people in Britain: crime, public representation, public

services, family piesures, older people and health as the main issues facing the
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Chinese in the UK. The way in which these issues translate in ordinary Chinese'peoples
lives can be quite varied, lending support to the need for continued research with and
amongst the Chinespopulation. For example Chau and {2009)found that older
members of the Chinese population may hold quite different interpretations of how to
manage their health, relating to differences in philosophi€sau and Yu, 2009: 780)
Additionally older members of the Chinese population may not have the English
language skills to communicate their needs to @Flsau and Yu, 2009: 778)ounger
members of the Chiese population may have the required language skills to
communicate with GPs, yet struggle to get the time off w@kau and Yu, 2009: 119)

In general a lack of understanding from authorities may stem from lack of
representation politically, although there is an ethnically Chinese Lord in England, The

Chinese Community Centre noted:

Of the,2,033 local authority councillors in ALondon, 2 are CAhinese. None of
NA UL AYQa cp grheChiaesd Qadsmuhity Eeyite 322605: 9)
The impact of this is perhaps evident in decisions made by authorities, which might
affect Chinese people, yet do not always take into account their views. For example
Chan(2006, 2007has written about the way in which planning decisions might favour
certainnotions of cultural authenticity in the built environment, mainly to promote the

local economy:

[T]he Chinese Quarter was deemed to signify a multicultural character because it
contained the reference of a multicultural presenéhan, 2007: 74)
Desiyd F2NJ / KAyldG2gya 2N/ KAYySasS wWaLl 0SQ
authenticity, such as Chinese arches or green tiles, than the needs of the population;

such as language services for older people.

Despite the existence of racism and sogquatice issues in the Chinese population in
the UK, statistics also indicate they are one of the most economically and educationally
successfu{Pang and Lau, 1998 xplanation for the success of Chinese people in the
economic and educational spheres heeen put down to community cohesion, culture,
tradition and work ethic and the strength of family. Whilst Chan g2aD7a, 2007b)

do argue that traditional beliefs, such as the philosophies of Confucius and his famous
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five relationships which stressed, albeit patriarchal, strong social bonds as well as a
reverence for learning, many researchers reject that there is a simple explanation, or a
WYF3IAO0Q NBIlIaz2ys ¢Ké a2vY$8S 2F (KS / KAaySas
For example Chau and ¥2001)found that social cohesion was often more apparent

than real, due to the dispersion patterns required for takeaways to be profitable, and
the competition between business rivals in Chinatowns. Pang and(12@8) do
however trace the success of Chinese people globally to Hong Kong and a desire to find

work:

Why do the Chinese have a propensity to turn to business activities? Such a
tendency is certainly not a cultural orientation, but one borne of necessity.
Usually Chinese migrants are a numerical as well as an ethnic minority in the host
society, and consequently are in more disadvantaged positions. Normally they
have little or no political power and therefore less access to resources, added to
which they are fequently neither competent in the local linguistic skills nor in
possession of qualifications recognized locé@fging and Lau, 1998: 868)

l'a 0KS FdzK2NR LRAYyG 2dzi 620Sy GK2dzaAK WY

difficulties in entering British society beyond the catering industry have meant

segregation for many first generation Chindgang and Lau, 1998: 870)hough we

might argue that the experiences of Chinese migrants have shown thém &olaptive

and open to working hard to remain in Britain, this often comes at a cost for them and

their families, which has been demonstrated in discussions of variable racism and

social justice issues.
2.2 - 2 Catering and education, British Chinese féigs and young people

Investigation by academics has revealed the complex relationship between racism and
social justice issues, and the everyday lives of British Chinese people. In particular, the
way in which the family functions has received attentias a focus for understanding

the issues of isolation and threat featured in reports such as those already discussed.
An emergent strand of inquiry has featured young British Chinese, looking at how their

identities and role in British society is shaped.

It is difficult to dissociate the experience of family for many British Chinese from the
catering and takeaway sector. As early as 1995 researchers such as David Parker began

to delve more deeply into the role of catering or takeaways, these businesseg b
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intertwined so closely for many between home, family and work. Other research such

as that by Verma et dl1999)and Song1995)equally stressed the way in which the

home, family and work environment were combined for many Britbm&e- WA Yy (1 K S
case of Chinese families running tadeays, not only wives, but also children, tend to

0S AYGSANIE (Séng TI9¥ 28Me t & ING Sl O2y OSLII A 2y
(1995, 1998, 2000 NI a4 2y . 2dz2NRASdzAly O2y OSLJia 27
in which sociecultural factors come together to produce a unganvironment, within

which British Chinese people, and young people live. Miri $b885)pointed to the
difficulties young British Chinese faced when located in between their family roles and

those they observed in other young people:

l'a ylradzN>f Fa aKStLAyYy3a 2dzié sl a F2N /
gl NE 2F RAGSNHAY3I FTNRBY (GKS 2SaidSNYy AR
the fact that their parents were not the sole economic providers engaged in
waged work, as inthé S&aGSNY y2NX® &l St LAY3I 2dzié
environment in which family and work lives were so enmeshed often resulted in
OKAf RNBY f2y3Ay3a FT2N I aGy2NX¥Ifé& tAFSE
distinct sphergSong, 295: 294)

Verma et al were moved emotionally by the family situations of their participants

stating:

These five case histories leave us with one word to describe the children in these

families: heroic. They work loyally and with industry in their ifgncatering

businesses for long hours, still managing to do normal school work as well as

learning spoken and sometimes written Chinese. They accept their parents with

tolerant concern...They suffer the external slights of racisfwWerma et al., 199

166)
Reliance on the takeaway and catering sector for work exposes the Chinese population
to a risk of racism due to their visibility. Parker dissected the encounters across the
takeaway counter, which in the case of young women could become tinged with sexual
abuse, as well as racisfRarker, 1995, Parker, 1998}he problems young people and
their families faced from sometimes violent, often abusive customers, were the result
of visibility, isolation, police tardiness and lack of power, as well as thd teekeep
shops open until late; increasing the likelihood of drunken men entering or gangs of

young people causing troub(€han et al., 2004, Parker, 199Bgative encounters in
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the takeaway might mean that experiences of racism usually faced by Chinese adults

also come to affect their childrefAdamson et al., 2009, Chan et al., 2004)

Potentially therefore takeaways exemplify both family and work for Chinese people.
While there are negatwy experiences of racism, takeaways offer regular work and
stability in employment. The act of running a takeaway also necessitates contact
between the public and owner, which challenges in part the notion of Chinese people
in Britain as totally isolated ailent, though does perhaps raise other issues as to what

degree they are part of society:

az2zal /KAySasS OFGSNAy3I aSNBAOSa NBfe& 2
are GKSNB Aa lFye oaSyoO0S 2F O2yidl OGXLi
are an invisible community [...]

The real question is why the Chinese people still fail to secure full membership of
the community despite their active participation in the econof@hau and Yu,
2001: 116)
Aware of the social problems Chau and(€hau and Yu, 200h)ghlight many young
British Chinese have been encouraged to educate themséhegdzi Q 2 F OF G SN

perhaps with a focus on university or professional employment instead.

Education marks a significant difference between young British Chinese and their
parentLexperience of life in Britain. A significant reason for concentraitiocatering

was that many Chinese migrants lacked qualifications for entry into the employment
sector. As we have seen so far although the catering trade may not affect all families
of British Chinese ethnicity, experiences in the takeaway and caterthgstry were

often challenging, involving a mix of long working hours, reduced social life and
possible racism. It would be accurate to say that for those with catering in the family
there is often an emphasis on escape, using education to achievéSbrgy, 1995:
295) It is also possible that growing up with the takeaway may play a part in British
Chinese pupils consistently topping recent exam league taffdéBce for National
Statistics, 2006a)

Beyond the takeaway Archer and Fran(@905a)have found that Chinese parents

from the professios also promote education, and promote education as a matter of
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course for the futured 8 SS . 2 dzZNRASdzZ wnamn F2NJ | .IRA & Odz
Archer and Fr# O §2808a)study parents suggested that education was part of their
culture and that it was natural to pursue it. Verma e{(H99)also found that cultural

arguments were informative on the emphasis on education:

[E]ducation in the Chinese family is associated with high emphasis on collectivism,
which defines the academic success of the child as an important source of pride
for the entire family(Verma et al., 1999: 127)
However although young British Chinese migéttold education is the route to future
success, similar problems of understanding within the systems they encounter may
continue beyond the takeaway. For example Verma €i@989)suggest that teachers
do not always understand the needs of Chinese Isugnd the variety of backgrounds

they come from:

aL R2yUld 1y26 YdzOK Fo2dzi GKSYZ dKS&UN]

UKSeé& ¢6SNBE QyoteldrénbparhitBantyirt 8ipson, 1987 referenced in

Verma et al., 1999: 125)
Although the above comment from a teacher may seem throwaway, other research
corroborates the notion that the image of British Chinese pupils as quiet, deferent and
hard working may mean differencese not addressed. Archer and Fran@607)have
conducted quite extensive work on the topic of British Chinese pupils finding that
racism exists amongst teachers and peers, as do expectations regarding their identities
(Francis and Archer, 2005a, Francis and Archer, 200@ispie the issue of racism and
a lack of understanding, young British Chinese pupils were shown to do well in school

for a variety of reasons, one of which was a construction of education as essential:

[This] discourse was constructed in specifically raedlizultural terms, and was
LI2aA0A2YSR & I RSTA gokyiake sgelficallyg2aNaBritBHF W/
Chinese diasporic experience. Educational achievement, and highly valuing
SRdAzOF A2y > gl & 02y aiNdz@irdddand Francis32006:S (i K A
40).

Drawing on Bourdie@Archer and Francis, 2008)iggest that a cultural habit®arker,

2000 G KSNB G(KS WNRAIKG YAEQ 2F FGGAdGdzRSaA

boundaries exist, has ctibuted to young British Chinese success. Nevertheless the

impact on pupils is not universally positive:
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BritishgChinese children themselves pay a high price for their success in terms of

the hard work undertaken and their resulting positioning by otpapils(Francis

and Archer, 2005a: 106)
With the increasing interest in the second generations of British Chinese there has
been a questioning of the role this portion of the population might play. Certainly the
positionof second generation and those beyond will be quitiéerent to their parents;
who arrived in Britain as migrants regardless of differences in education and language
ability. For young British Chinese the question for researchers has been to understand
their identities now. Conducting his research on the topic of young British Chinese

identities David Parker suggested that:

Young Chinese people in Britain have a far greater range of identifications and
ambivalent positions than a simple binary oppositioh closed against open
identities can encompag®arker, 1995: 232)

Referring here to a need ttake into account six spaces in particular which might

shape young British Chinese identity:

1 school and street life and the responses to racism or acceptance.

2 moments of encounter across the counter in catering employment.

3 experiences in the eduttan system and labour market.

4 personal and familial investments in Hong Kong culture.

5 engagement with regional identities.

6 political action via an embryonic British Chinese sensibility, often attained
through antiracist and feminist perspectives

(Parker, 1995: 243)

Though these spaces have been investigated to some extent, although nowiae a
number of researchers directly working with the British Chingseher and Francis,

2006, 2007, Francis and Archer, 2005a, 2005b, Parker, 1995, 1998, Verma et al., 1999,
Yeh, 200) a solid British Born Chinese identity has still yet to emerge. The identities
which have been uncovered in research tend to be based on those from Hong Kong
backgrounds(Parker, 1998) &2 YSUGKAYy 3 o O S R998ybrkAn/ =+ SN

between Brigain and Hong Kong.
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Yeh(2000)arguesthat while a singular identity may be felt to be elusive, it may also be
undesired. Interviewing and assessing the motivations of British Chinese artists, in this

instance Anthony Key, Yeh suggests:

In comparison to Asian Americans, black Britons oisBriAsians, the Chinese in
Britain are a relatively young community and have yet to consolidate a distinct
"British-Chinese' identity. The notion of hybridity is either immediately rejected
or, in the case of Anthony Key, consumed and egested, and themofi a
"British-Chinese' syncretic culture remains inapplicadeh, 2000: 83)
The emergence of the internet has allowed websites such as DimSum.gumuk
defunct) and britishchineseonline.cor(Parker and Song, 2006a, 2006b, 20QfAgse
sites do give some focus for those with shared British Chinese experiences and
backgrounds. My own searches also indicate an increasing role for social netyvorkin
using facebook, and other social media promoting for example & A 'y Yy A I K
clubbing or Aian speed dating. It remains as yet though for the leap to be made from
young British Chinese people, who from their understandings of Chineseness also
engage \th the public sphere, perhaps through giteh, 200Q)websites(Parker and
Song, 2007pr theatre (see www.yellowearth.org or www.trueheart.org.uk), to a large
and specific British Chinese alignment. Because of the dynamic nature of the British
Chinese population, with its internal linguistic, age andratayy backgrounds, it may
be that the notion of a singular British Chinese grouping does not appeal because it is

irrelevant.

2.2 - 3 Evaluating British Chinese research, the place of young British Chinese

This project focuses on the young British Chine® why take what might seem like a

detour through racism and social justice issues, takeaways and education?

Firstly it has been important to demonstrate that though a growing amount of work
has been done, there is a lot of potential for more. Althbugghlighting racism and
social justice is of importance, these experiences have been shown to
disproportionately affect those from Hong Kong backgrounds and working within the
catering trade. Statistics introduced at the outset of the project show hotertcey
represents about 34.51% of occupations for men and 16.99% for women (see

introduction for clarification), it is clear that a lot of other British Chinese experiences
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are going underreported and may be under discusgeflice for National Statistics et

al., 2005: 508)

Secondly | have wanted to show the background from which many young British
Chinese come. Thgh there is a tendency to focus on descendents of Hong Kong
Chinese migrants, this is of significant influence and there have been difficulties in
accessing those from othdoackgrounds. Witnessing firsand the hard work of their
parents, as well as shiag in the racism and economic limitations their parents faced,
many want something different for their futures; the work of Park&e95, 1998,
2000) Song(1995) Archer and Franci@006)has thereby demonstrated that many

young British Chinese are driven by aspirations of better education.

Third we get a glimpse of the possiblgture of young British Chinese. A principal
qguestion in the past has been whether a specifically British Chinese youth culture
would emerge(Parker, 1995, 1998, 2000, Yeh, 20003eems to me that this question,
whist interesting in itself, misses the key experiences and transitions young British
Chinese are making now and have been making for some time. Though young British
Chinese have increasingly found ways to communicate as a group, for example
through the websites Parker and Song have expldRatker and Song, 2006b, 20064,
2007) this does not yet translate into a wider movemerased solely on the British

Chinese settled population.

In the next sections of the literature review | go on to look at how flexible a concept
Chineseness is, suggesting that we should remain open to the possibilities young

British Chinese see for thenises in future.

2.3 Exploring China, Chineseness and transnational implications

As suggested in the chapter introduction, understanding the British Chinese requires,
to some extent, appreciating experiences across different geographical spaces. The
assesment of the British Chinese population so far has shown them to be of varied
background, Hong Kong, Malaysia, China and elsewhere. Yet, as the previous section
has shown, much of the research on the British Chinese population concerns the

descendents of mgrants from one geographical place, Hong Kong. Currently there is a
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lack of broader understanding of how Chinese people in Britain may draw on a broader

set of migratory histories and backgrounds.

Within the population there are divisions and differendasexperience, many older
members have expressed isolation from mainstream British society, also working
adults might be segregated socially due to their long hours in catering. We have
started to understand the perspectives of the now significant Britism and young
British Chinese, whoow strive to educate themselves and escape the economic niche
many of their parents worked within. As this thesis is focused on the experiences of
young British Chinese in particular, it seems prudent that we take actmunt the
possibility of new formations of Chineseness, which when growing up in Britain, but
not being a migrant, may draw on the global image of China itself in understanding and
creating a Chinese identity. A discussion of the changing image of Ghimerefore

the first concern in this section. After, | look at some examples of how transnational
Chinese families have been influenced during short temgrations. This serves to
demonstrate the significance of particularly British Chinese experieoicesgration,

which have tended to be more settled, having a stabilising effect on subsequent
generations. Finally | look at America as a site for comparison with the British Chinese,
where a settled community has also lived and had to come to termsreghonses to
Chinese people as an ethnic minority. At the same time the American experience has
been quite different to that of British Chinese, not least due to a longer period of
settlement, as well as the more open discussions and battles over citiperiekse

often public debates have largely been absent in the UK and as a result influenced and

constricted understanding.

2.3-1 Changing face of China

Scholars of the Chinese diaspora have attempted a geopolitical reassessment of what
it means to beChinese and how this has been affected through migration and political
change. TuWea A Y AIGRA)Y 2 1 A2y 2F | WINBFGSNR [/ KAYL
model, based on China at the centre and then various outlaying territoriesged
outward, is one way of conceptualising the relationship between peoples of Chinese
origin or descent, and the political unit called Chiffa, 1994. Critics have argued

though that placing Chinat éhe centre of this relationship excludes other expressions
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of Chineseness, even marks thesless authentic or real; Chinese outside China only
being abroad either trapped by political inconvenience or through economic necessity.
Wang Gungwu(1993, 2000, 2003has attempted to show that though there are
Chinese outside of China, the debate is a complex and shifting one. At some points in
time migrants see themselves as mainly huagiao or overseas Chinese, with the
expectation to return, and in the modern erahuareh & W2 FQ / KAy SaS RS
link to China the countryWang, 2003)Different definitions of what Chineseness or
Chiness#A 3 Q KI @S 0SSy ONBIFIGSR o6& aSiiat SR 0O2Y
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Australia, Vietnam, Indonesia,
America, the list goes on, but the experiences in each of these territorial units has

shaped tlose there in a variety of waygvang, 1993, 2000, 2003)

We are not then necessarily in the position T1O94) suggests of a core and a
periphery, even if the debate about cultural authenticity might sometimes lead us to
support this argument. In fact, as SH2007)persuasively argues, the nature of China

itself is changing so much that we are quickly called to question not only Chineseness,
but also China itself and itdapal face. Shil§1995, 1996, 2007, 2008ygues that it is
transnational experiences of Chineseness where we will find nuance and blurred
definitions, this sits within the moderK A & G 2 NA OF £ LISNA 2R Ay gKA
SELISNASYOSa IINB wo6SO02YAYy3IQ NI GKSNI GKIy o
¢ A3ISNJ | ARRSY(2067NB)Be2oyihuct§ thdnfltiple Chinese accents,
identifications and presentation found on screen. An unaware audience might miss the
fact that the major actors all speak differently, originate from different
countries/regions such as Malaysia, Hong Kong, China and yet we peetexk to
0StASYPS GKIG OGKAA A& FEf | KAAG2ND@) t LA
204SNDIFGA2ya &aK2g K2g | OOSYGSR GKS SELISN
(2008) notes, these differences may be set aside in the name of producinggée si

image of China for sale. The actress Zhang Ziyi, who also stars in Crouching Tiger, has

become one symbol of a saleable China, as Chu observes:

Zhang Ziyimarks a paradigm shift in Chinese culture in the sense that she
embodies what one can call a Chinese dream: a message to the world that China
Ad Y2NB GKI Yy 2dzad GKS ¢2NI RQa f I NHS:
software capable of seducing th#est(Chu, 2008: 204)
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¢ KS LJ2LJzt I NJHGI & AABNR/ REFQKAYI NI §SR | OKI y 3
0SAY3 6NILIISR dzLJ Ay | Y2NB 2dzid2Aay3a | yR
image is not only related to the possibility of its changing cultural capital, but also of a

rejection of past exgriences of colonisation and racism:

Racism against the Chinese was endorsed by a series of unequal treaties and
FNDAGNI NBE fl ga arAyoS GKS ¢NBlLG& 2F bly
G2 0SS FTNASYRf& gAGK |/ Knary Sre@hihl 3088 & dzi
940)

Though Shih maintains that this new face of China nevertheless remains problematic:

G/ KAYylLé y26 06S02YSa 2dzad | y20KSNJ SE2 A
be manipulated at will in order to sell the show and the products of the sponsors.
China needs to be made popular so that it can be ¢8laih, 1995: 170)
In K A K19%)example a synthetic Chineseness is produced for global consumption,
images of a cultural China are played upon and audiences may knowingly or
dzy {y2oAy3te | O0OSLII GKS&AS AYOGSNLIINBGFGA2Y A
Chineseness reveals the carried transnational experiences, detected for example in the
varieties of acent which speak back to different economic, political and social realities
for the Chinese cast, traces of perhaps empire, modernity and capitalism, as well as

communism and historical and cultural China.

In Parker(1995, 1998, 2000) y R + §1e®9)re3e&arch Hong Kong was seen as a
a2 dz2NOS 27F Odzf ( dzNJ f | KAySaSySaad ¢KAA YI
previous geopolitical status as separate from China, as well asfiésedt route
towards modernity. For many separation was also to do with the isolation of China in
terms of information, reinforced through limited access to material from the region;
mostly only Cantonese language video tapes and CDs were availalideats#tiemic
comment has been made about the contemporary crossovers between China, Hong
Kong, and notions and understandings of Chinese identity in Britain. Importantly the
relationship between British Chinese and China is an increasingly complex one,
somehing research should be taking account of. As example while Hong Kong has
stars such as Bruce Lee and Jackie Qlhith have already become world famous

(Louie, 2002)some of these same stars, such as JackienCbace synonymous with
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Hong Kong film, now crossover into the MandaChinese language film market;
particularly as Hong Kong has returned to Chinese sovereignty. A shift in geopolitical
status might have more effects over time than simply changing wiinarstars feature

in which films. Arguably it will be this change in the face of China and Hong Kong which
may shape young British Chinese understandings of Chineseness in future, as the

mainland seeks to modernise its image to appeal to a wider audience

2.3 -2 Transnational Chinese families

Image aside, an effect of the changes in China has been change in Chinese parents
looking to educate their young people abroad. Here we can draw parallels with those
same Hong Kong migrants which are the pareris oi 2 R € Qa . NAGA&AK 0
British Chinese. Education is viewed as a priority for these families, perhaps one reason
why Bourdieuian(Francis and Archer, 2005a, Waters, 2005: 3@8uments (social,
economic, cultural capital) have become quite influential in their application to explain

this tendency.

Severafamily forms have been identified as a result of these migrations, the sacrificial
mother, the parachute kidand astronaut family. Sacrificial mothdifduang and Yeoh,

2005: 391)are so called because they travel with their children to otheuntries in

order to support them through education abroad. In many cases these mothers give up
GKSANI 26y OF NBSNJ LI23daAoAfAGASE 6KAOK YI &
career life for their children. The practice of accompanying childeestudy is noted

by Huang and Yeo{2005)to have become particularly popular in Singapore, where
China Chinese families imagine that the combination of Chinese, and English will make

adjustment easier. Nevertheless through interviews Huang awdh Yound:

[T]lhe women struggled with confronting an education system they did not
understand, having to take on manuatlgmanding jobs, downgrading their
standards of living, being cheated by recruitment agents of their {earthed
money and enduringogial discrimination by Singaporeafiduang and Yeoh,
2005: 392)

The potential for difficulty in making the transition abroad was therefore high for both
parent and child. In other examples the lack of a Chinese or cultural Chinese similarit
YSIyd GKFEG OKAftRNBY 6SNB aSyid t2ySsz 271
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1ARAQ GKSe& YlIe& A0S 6AGK NBtlFGAGSas 3Adz
considered minors. The situation of being a parachute kid left some in an ititeyes
position, without feeling the need to assimilate to U.S. culture, they could feel less
insecure than their American born -@hnics. In the face of similar rejection of their

culture and identity as Chinese:

They explained that it is difficult to be friends with Americans because they are
only interested ip befriending those who have s'omeEhing to offer them, sughAas
KSf LI gAGK K2YS62N] Xwk GKSNI GKFEY AYyGSNyL
Chinese youthreverse the situation and actively reject American culture and
their U.S- born peerg(ChiangHom, 2004: 155)
Interestingly the parachute kids were clearer in some sense in their relationship
between identity as migrantsra the reason for being abroadeducation- when
compared to American born Chinese. Their rejection of the need to assimilate to the
U.S., indeed their strong identification with another country, could mark them as
confident in themselves. Parachuted exigmces are in contrast to the experience of
settled ethnic Chinese, such as the British Born Chinese, which Ra8a5, 1998)
found were reserved about their identities keeping them within the home and family.
This ontrast highlights the negotiated nature of Chineseness and migrant experiences.
In the case of the parachute kids many come from wealthy middle class families, they
have the finances and the knowledge of the education system to be confident about
their place as educational migrants. For the British Chinese their position may be
challenged in the education system, as Archer and FrgB0i35a, 2005b, 2006)ave
shown, young British Chinese pupils must often navigate complex stereotypes and

expectations of theipeers and teachers.

Finally astronaut families are those that relocate in part abroad or fully in order to
adzLILI2 NI GKSANI OKAf RQa SRdzOFA2ys GKS& R2
home country once the child is old enough, or educatiorommeted (Waters, 2005:

365) In a gnilar way to the sacrificial mothers, families may face the challenge of
fitting into a new environment, possibly, but not always, taking different lines of work

or lower pay.
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These typologies refer to family relationships which admittedly are merelyide dar

the experience of many young Chinese. Through efforts to educate their young people
families can be put under stress and this often involves amigination or
reconfiguration of what it means to be a family. Scandals for example involving
marriedbusinessmen and lovers abrogee Shih, 1998nd the temptations for some
study mothers to turn to prostitution whilst trying to find work when abro@duang

and Yeoh, 2005mean that distance, social, and economic challenges may threaten to
tare families apart. Although the existence of these transnatidaaily forms may
seem to be for the privileged only, as many would be unable to afford either the drop
in salary of one parent, or the education fees, the situation is helped by a higher
prevalence of one child families in China. Additionally, as Huat¢y aoh(2005)found,

it is possible handlers will offer cheaper rents for a fee, though there are dangers of
fraud involved. Most importantly the social upheaval of moving abroad is not always
what parents imagined, including loss of status, reswns on work possibilities, loss

of family and social support.

2.3-3 American Chinese

American Chinese share some similarities with British Chinese, which are useful for
comparing experiences. Firstly the Ameri¢@/$A)Chinese have a settled histergiso
beginning around the World War period, in which China was modernising and provided
cheap (but also indentured) labour for railway expansion. Similar to theClilkese
schools have been set up over tinmethe USAthough notably in larger numbergith

a view to promoting Chinese language and cultural eleméttisu and Li, 2003)

Parrenas and Siu's edited collection Asian Diasp@tasenas and Siu, 2000ystrates
the complexities of the Chinese experience in the AosiMany early Chinese

migrants were associated with labour and indenture:

The British were the first to experiment with the exporting of Chinese, then East
Indian, labourers under contract to their overseas colonies. As early as 1806, at
precisely the time when the British ended the slave trade, 200 Chinese were sent
to Trinidad Although this experiment wasfailure...(Hu-Dehart inParrenas and

Siu, 2007: 32).
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A complex system of contracts was employed to keep Chinese labourers in the areas
they were transported to, which was not just limited to the United States, but across

North and South American nations :

From 1847 to 1874, as many as 250,000 Chinese coolies underyeaght
contracts were sent to Peru and Cuba, with 80 percent or more destined for the
plantations. In Peru, several thousand coolies also helped build tleain
railroad and worked in the offshore guano mines south of Lima. In the 1870s
escaped coolies and free Chinese were among the pioneers who penetrated the
Peruvian Amazon building settlements, introducing trade activities, cultivating
rice, beans, sugarand other crops, manufacturing on a small scale, and
brokering communication between the native Amazonian peopléldu-Dehart

in Parrenas and Siu, 2007: 31).

Whilst by the end of the 19th century many of these initial Chinese migrants had either
becomenationals of the countries they were working in, or over time left and not been
replaced by more Chinese as other sources of cheap labour were found, this gives a
different background to Chinese experience in the Americas. In particular the
experience ohaving to combat and adjust to systems of unequal treatment, the fine
line between bondage and necessity to work, and possibilities for remaining abroad.

This is theamigrationhistory of many in the United States.

Whereas those within Britain have kept a degree of autonomy, either as professionals
or working in the catering sector, Heyu@hun(in Lee and Zhou, 2004ptes that for

much of the recent past Chinese Americans were forced to reside in or around
Chinatowns(HeyungChun in Lee and Zho@004: 114) Whereas the British Chinese
have been regarded as a silent minority, the battle politically between communist
China and the United states made them only too visible and Chinese people were
constructed as a problem for authorities and pulfideyungChun in Lee and Zhou,
2004: 12090 LYRSSR (KA&a fSFR G2 LISNOSLIGAZ2YaA
treacherous, andanything Chinese, as unY S NA(@elywidgZhun in Lee and Zhou,
2004: 125) Young American Chinese have therefore been inite glifferent position

to their young British counterparts. Proving themselves American became important
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as a trust exercise, whereas in Britain there has often been little public discussion of
the topic at all. Eventually the situation for American Ch&a/ould change somewhat

as.

[B]y the 1970s, the U.S. model of the melting pot had changed shape. The civil
rights battle was largely won, and the slogans of equal opportunity and
antidiscrimination had gained acceptan@ang, 2003: 95)
Chinese in Britain largely remained ignored during this t@meit was only during the
1990s that researchers began to get to grips with what it meant to be Chinese in

Britain.

Contributing to a difference in interest in the Chinese population, between the U.S.
and the UK, was that most Chinese migrated to the Ut lauring the 1960s and
1970s. Greater Chinese settlement in Britain has a different history to that in the U.S.
with the emergence of a second and third generation at a different tiGech an
understanding of tk specific experience of peopldalumbeliu frames as
'‘AsiariAmericans therefore may allow a deeper exploration of British Chinese

specificities as well:

The discourse of "being Chinese" is one produced at a particular historical
juncture, which reads "Chinese" within a condition of late caEm and
constructs a specific transnational subjectivity in dialectic relation to an ethnic
subjectivity produced as the diasporic subject "takes root" in the particular
regimes of its new geographical location. This process has idgajcations for

Agan/American(PalumbeLiu, 1999356).

Zhou etal (Zhou 1997, Zhou and Xiong 2005, Zhou et al 20883 suggested that a
form of transitional theory named 'segmented assimilation' might best describe the
way in which migrants fit into the USA. Zhou's kdbcuses on the differences
between first, second and third generation migrants, additionally it looks broadly
across different ethnic groups, suggesting that the process of assimilation varies due to

a range of factors.
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The segmented assimilation thgorecognizes the fact that immigrants are today
being absorbed by different segments of American society, ranging from affluent
middle-class suburbs to impoverished innercity ghettos, but that becoming
American may not always be an advantage for themseahoedor their children.
When immigrants enter middielass communities directly, or after a short
transition, it may be advantageous for them to acculturate and assimilate. When
they enter the bottom of the ethnic hierarchy of drastic social inequality t
forces of assimilation come mainly from the underprivileged segments of this
structure, and this is likely to result in distinct disadvantages, viewed as
maladjustment by both mainstream society and the ethnienenunity (Zhou,

1997: 999).

Developing the concept of segmented assimilation, Zhou and Xiong (2005), further add
that even within an ethnic group there is not necessarily a singular route to success or
failure. Zhou and XiongZhou and Xiong, 200%resent a complex picture of how
differences exist between Asian Americans, which can be shown to come from several
different groups, each with their own economic and social capitals as well as migration
backgroundsAsian Americans here includepanese, Chinese, Vietnamese, Laotian,

Hmong Filipino,Cambodian.

Insights from segmented assimilation may chime usefully with the transitions approach
taken by UK scholars. Seeing as young Chinese have not featured in the transitions
literature, segmented assimilation might be more attuned to theeriences of these
second generations. Care would need to be taken however seeing as what Asian
American and British Asian mean are different; with Chinese only recently recognised
in the 2011 census as 'Asian’ and culturally felt to be separate fraaniklian,

Pakistani and Bangladeshi's which have usually been termed 'Asian’ in the UK.

2.3 -4 Evaluating, China, Chineseness and transnational experiences

In this section | have looked at how an understanding of changes in China,
transnational Chinestamilies, and American Chinese, might add to our conceptions of
Chinese in Britain, and young people in Britain. Research on the Chinese in Britain has

tended to stress the connection with Hong Kong, it has not explored those from other
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Chinese backgroundsior has it explored the way in which China itself may influence
understandings of Chineseness in Britain. The changing face of China may be important
because, whilst Hong Kong has been an important source of Chineseness for many
young British Chinese, ¢hmedia environment is now increasingly mixed. In particular
China is now much more willing to engage with global media productions (Z0i)

for example deconstructs the film and celebrity culture whiglgrowing. Research on

the influence of Hong Kong culture on young people has demonstrated that music and
pop culture are the main areas of interest, and it would be interesting to see if this

emerges for young British Chinese tod&arker, 1998)

The examples of transnational Chindsenilies highlight the unique features of the
British Chinese situation and allow us to contextualise their experiences. The high
priority on education, as a feature of both British Chinese families and transnational
Chinese families, demonstrates how edtion continues to be viewed as valuable and

a method of social mobility. Rather than demonstrating the dominance of rich middle
class Chinese over the places they choose for education, types of transnational Chinese
family also demonstrate how definitienof Chineseness might be incommensurable,
even in neighbouring states such as China and Singapore. Transnational family
situations also highlight the nature of British Chinese young people as settled, having
to negotiate their place in Britain as a resolt their parentexperiences and the

attitudes of those around them towards others.

Finally a brief look at the experience of American Chinese further demonstrates the
particularities of British Chineseness. In the United States Chinese people have
undergone two major periods of identity questioning, both in the public sphere, first
during the cold war and secondly through the civil rights movement. American Chinese
have been forced, in some circumstances, to question their position as Americans by
both the state and societyin Britain this open public debate has been absent, though
the prejudices of some members of society have nevertheless been recorded and
noted by Chinese people, as shown in the research referenced in the last section.
Assimilaton can also be shown to be segmented, in that members of the same migrant
population 'Asian’ have different patterns of adaptation to life in the USA. This may

have interesting connections to transitions study of migrants in the UK.
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2.4 Roots and routestheoretical considerations o€hineseness

Up to this point discussion of the literature has mostly been informed by empirical
work, the conclusions come from quantitative and qualitative accounts of Chinese
people themselves. Importantly a number of schislaave also discussed Chineseness,
and more broadly the notion of people in diaspora, from a theoretical perspective. It is
worth exploring these debates as they have opened up discussion of the terms
W/ KAYSasSQ | yR W KAySaSy S anributiohsyl® corituelS Y |
study in this field. Discussion of the debates is broken down into three sections,
constructed Chineseness, diasporic Chineseness and hybrid Chineseness. Although
many of these discussions overlap, and it is somewhat artificiséparate the topics

in this manner, | think it serves usefully as a way of explaining what has been said,
clarifying what these main ideas contributéo further investigations on/with the
British Chinese because they open up the possibility of what camcheded in a study

in which ethnicity is a highlighted factor.

2.4 -1 Constructed Chineseness

/ dzft G dzNI f ARSydAGeXAa F YFGGSNI 2F WoSO2
future as much as to the past. It is not something which already exists,
transcending place, time, history and culture. Cultural identities come from
somewhere, have histories. But, like everything which is historical, they undergo
constant transformation. Far from being eternally fixed in some essentialised
past,theyaresu§ Ol (12 GKS O2yliAydz2dza WLIlI&Q 2
FNRY 0SAy3a INRBdzyRSR AYy | YSNBE WNBO2@S
found, and which, when found, will secure our sense of ourselves into eternity,
identities are the names we give the different ways we are positioned by, and
position ourselves within, the narratives of the péstll, 1990: 225)

In the passage above the influential cultural studies theorist Stuart Hall argues that
cultural identity is a process and not a given fact. The notion of ideasitprocess,

with a focus on being and becoming, how the everyday and lived experience slowly but
surely changes cultural identity, has been vitally important to the continued study of
SGUKYAOAGE YR ARSYGAG&d C2 Odz¥ prigrfisewhat W6 S A
it means to have a certain cultural and ethnic identity. Looking at being leads to
dzy RSNRGIFI YRAY3I GKS NBflFOGA2YyaKAL g6AGK WoS
everyday and ordinary practices of living, we find examples which rehgadea of

homogenous cultural identities. Looking at Britishness for example Hall suggests:
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The ceOl f f SR K2Y23aSySAdGe 2F W. NRUAAKYSA3
considerably exaggerated. It was always contested by the Scots, Welsh and Irish;
challerged by rival local and regional allegiances; and ecasdy class, gender
and generatior(Hall, 2000: 217)
The perception of Britain as not having fixed cultural boundaries fits neatly within the
NEBIFIftAGASE 2F GKS GAYST AY 6 KA OK-CUtUNREI® Ay

society.

len AngR00DK I & GF 1Sy YdzOK 2F || ffQa LISNRLSOGA
to Chinese people and Chineseness. Ang takes a somewhat autobiographical approach,

in a number of papers in whichshe hasqugs2 Yy SR g KI i WoSAy3aQ [/ K.

Throughout my life, | have been implicitly or explicitly categorised, -willly, as
'y &2 @S NE ShuagiadipK ALy StaS2] / KAYySaSao 2 K& R?2
have had to explain this embarrassment countless times, so | might just as well
R2 Al KSNB G223 S@Sy (K2dzaAK L YAIKG NI
coming over as selhdulgent or narcissistigf resorting to personal experience
as a privileged source of authority, uncontrollable and therefore unamendable to
others(Ang, 1993: 3)
Ang(2001, 2003kriticises the way in which the body can be seen as a site of historical
inscription, where a notion of a fixed identity (Chineseness) is assumed by others, and
guestioned as impertinenivhen the owner of the body tries to resist. A(P98)takes
2y B (1992)fetions ofbeing and becoming because it flips the encounter at the
bodily level; we should be looking at how the individual negotiates their identity

without prejudgement.

Is Chineseness relevant then as a term? It seems that if we tak¢lB@f) y R | y3Qa
(1998) suggestion that identity is fluid and changing, we nevertheless remain faced
with the challenge from those whom try to fix it. In the British Chinese context these
processes of fixing Chineseness have been shown to takegiacemically limits for

migrants in the takeaway, with a focus on their ethnicity through fosakially- in

isdation of older members of the Chinese population through racism and social justice
issues andeducationally - for young people in the classroom based around
assumptions of their intelligence, yet a lack of understanding home situations which

might cause his. The category of Chineseness is not something which inherently exists
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within an individual, it is constructed within social relations and it is also applied to
others depending on how processef construction function. Wheor what is the

source of thi OF G SA2NE W/ KAYySaSQ (K2dzZAKI K2¢
individuals? Ang2001, 2003R2S& y2G 3I2 G2 fSy3aGdKa G2 RS
as a place, preferring to point to the experience of those outside of this country and

express support for these hybrid experiences:

[T]he point is not to dispute the fact that Chineseness exists (which, in any case,
would be a futile assertion in a world where more than a billion people would, to
all intents and purposes, identify themselves as Chinese in one way or another,
either voluntarily or by force), but to investigate how this category operates in
practice, in different historical, geographical, political, and cultural cont@xts),
1998: 227)
Distinctly, the misinterpretation of all ethnic Chinese people as related to China
nationals is a problem of place association, geography det@ngniwho you are seen
to be. This deterministic link results in ethnicity being graded as a category, judged
according to its authenticity, which creates a problem for those of Chinese ethnicity
fAQGAY3 2dziaARS 2F [/ KAYLl ® |!yiChinesesoot foawhé & W¢
for historical reasons, have become linguistically distant or dispossessed are, without
SEOSLIiAZ2Yy S RSSYSR IOdwdida:Ag)iihasheeh siduedftierO] A y
that China, Zhongguol( ), or the middle country, literally sits at the centre of
Chineseness, eamating is influence out to those at the geogtaipal periphery(see
Dirlik, 2008, Tu, 1994Chow(1998: 24)a dz33Sada GKIFI G ¢S ySSR
Chineseness. In erasing Chineseness we would break down the category as it is
understood, often linked to the idea of a central country which passes on an authentic
glre 2F WoSAYy3IQ [/ KA Y §nrBobire 9etiinking olrdriofitiéss oS &4 Sy
we look to China and notions of authenticity, trying to complicate these, or to
individuals and their understandings and lived experiences. Fo(1Q88, 2003}here
is no authenticity, we are all partial in our associations and we politically choose when
to invoke these. Cho{1997, 1998F 2 Odza Sa 2y W/ KAYyS&asSQ +a |
locating geogr LIKA OF f f & W/ KAYSaSQ GAGKAY [ KAYLl
position. The debate about Chineseness was perhaps best captured by Allen Chun in
KA&a LI LISN wCcdzO01l / KAySaSySaaqQs Ay 6KAOK K:
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[T]he very nature of identity as a selective procesghi@ mind of individual
subjectactors grounded in local contexts of power and meaning makes the
L2 aaA0Af Al &iderifying with KaAcgn@io$ éiscourse a hopelessly
impossible taskChun, 1996: 130)
So far the arguments support research which is about a variety of Chinese experiences,
full of flows and mixingimpurity and above all ambivalence and partialitgybridity
(Ang, 2003)we are aked to erase the authentic and remake our understandi@gow,
1997) Discussions about Chineseness have tendedake place amongst pacific
academics, despite the influence of Ha!990) a British academic, little has been said
theoretically regarding Chineseness in the UK. A2@D1) does reference Park&

work stating that:

Ly t I NJ SND & G SNYA jdedly Sefaaled Ut frikm ljﬁeSt\aoSké;/ I NS
OFUS3I2NASa T2NJ NI OAFEtAI SR FYR SUKYyAOAI
WIaAlyaQXLy OUKS !dzZaudNXtAlFYy O2YyUSEU0ZX ¢
misdirected(Ang, 2001: 171)

However such a joining up between the research in the UK and global discussion is

relatively rare. This is a shame because the difference in how Chineseness might be

experienced between the UK and Australia is an instrumental example of how what

Ang (1998, 2001) calls hybrid experiences of Chineseness might operate;

geographicdy different places have geographically different melting pots, which result

in variations of Chineseness. In Australia the category of Chineseness is differently

2LISNF SR AG A& Y2NB Of2asSftfeée tAy1SR G2 W

0FaSR | NRdzyR 6KAGS NIrOA&aY GKSNB® Ly (KS

associated with migrants of Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi origin; those of a

Chinese ethnicity have tended to be separated, as in the census added to groups of

Y2 (i KIgiNRino8tiés which are less numerous.

Chun(1996)points out thatone difficulty for combating the notion of a single Chinese
cultural identity is that the country of China itself has often been at pains to cover up
its own internal diversity. Communist ideology for example has previously attempted
to unite all citizensunder one grouping; more recently the recognition of fiflix
ethnic groups in China might be said to be more to do with the burgeoning tourist

industry, than acceptance of ethnic and autonomous differences. That most of the
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population of China is sai@ e from the Han ethnic group also does not give us much
detail about underlying linguistic and cultural differences, which until recently were
often limited, not only provincially, but at a village level. Internally tradition has it that
China has an umbken history, thought to be 5,000 years long, this is the essence of

Chinese identity as timeless and unchandign, 1994)

Some of this dialogue on authentic Chinese identity has perhdpamed messages
about the homogeneity of the British Chinese. However Chinese migrants arriving in
the UK have empirically been shown to make choices about which Chineseness to
subscribe to, most commonly in terms of language choice for chil{ffeancis et al.,
2008, Francis et al.,, 20092s we have seen Parkér995, 1998)argued that Hong
Kong Chineseness was highly influential the British Chinese experiencéhis
background is also evident in the takeaway restaurant food itself being cooked, much
in the same way it imismall food shop in Hong Konghough the taste and colours
are, as visitors will agree, often rather different. What is understood to be Chinese
food involves interaction between customer, who might base their ideas on what is
deemed authentic, and producers, whom magvk quite different knowledge and
attachments. Thereby even the chefs themselves may eat different dishes when with

their families, to those they serve customers.

As a result of the theoretical deconstruction of Chineseness, both China and
Chineseness arviewed as part of a globalised world in which there are many
SELISNASYyOSa 2F WoSAy3dIQ / KAySaSo 21905 / KA
sense, involves the combination of historical notions as well as localised
AYGSNLINBGI GA2ya YR SELISNR SrgcésS eeldted4o.tie A y 3 Q
historical conditions of migration as well as reception by host nations. What Chinese
populations outside of China come to define as Chinese, and how they are themselves
defined, is a result of erasures performed in the everyday;agsrelated to language

for children, what job is taken, whether to settle down or not.

2.4 - 2 Diasporic Chineseness

Diaspora refers to groups living outside or away from their native homelands. In the

traditional sense Diaspora often refers to the Jews, whom were expelled during Roman
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occupation, but it is also applied to dispersed groups. In this section | will Idodnat
diaspora has been applied to Chinese people, and question the utility of the term for

this research.

The notion of diaspora inherently suggests the hope of return to a homeland, a belief
which may be carried for several generations, despite integnaiinto host societies.
Sometimes diaspora might be relatively recent, such as those caused by conflict or war,
at other times the experience of being in diaspora might become a part of ethnic and
cultural identity, if acceptance or integration into nevdgttled places does not occur.
Perhaps obviously many of the experiences of being in diaspora are negative, involving
despair, hopelessness, and a tension for individuals who have become migrants and
perhaps feel out of placérah, 1999)In the case of Chinese diaspora the term has
tended not to be accompanied by a negative connotation, rather it esg@e the way

AY 6KAOK (GK2a$8S O02YYdzyAidiAaSa 2F SUKYAO [ KA
within host nations. One way in which the notion of being in diaspora has been

continued for Chinese populations is through family:

Family is an important space for the (re)production of memories. Childbirth often
serves as a special impulse for families in the diaspora to revitalize the past,
restructure memories and often (re)invent traditioflseung in Kuafearce and
Davidson, 2008: 175)
b2é¢ ¢S YAIAKG SELISOG Fryateée (2 volvéglthe G KS
setting down of roots, it is a settled activity often involving ties to the country or local
area, work must be found. Of course starting a family might also involve mixing
between those considered in diaspora and native others; the paradoxthereis how
can family, in which new people are created without the experiences of diaspora, end
up recreating diaspora and upholding this as part of identity? The ideaioeation
(Leung in KuaPearce and Davidson, 2008)a strong theme in those Chinese groups
which are cited as being in diaspora. As example Ngan describes how food practices

mightplay a part in the maintenance of a diasporic identity:

Eating rice daily with chopsticks, using Chinese cooking ingredients such as soy
sauce, ginger and rice wine, or giving red pocket money on Chinese New Year,
were regarded as influential ways of e SY RSNAyYy 3 | aSyasS 27
they are seen as signifiers of Chinese cul{ivgan, 2008b: 131)
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b 3 | {20D8b)findings are drawn from Australian fieldwork and similarities might be
drawn with British Chinese experiences, where food has besmumental in not only

I aSyasS 2F ARSyidAGe odzi GKS SO2y 229 adl
I O02dzy G 2F WGl 1SI gl & fakideSas mears i@ faayfel S NA
generations have been exposed to separate food cultures and practices which might

serve to build a sense of separateness or being in diaspora.

As | mentioned earlier though, what Chineseness means is bound to change and be
varied when we look at diasporic Chinese groups. We have already seen how the work
of Wang, Pan and T@ean, 1999, Tu, 1994, Wang, 1985, 198Bexample charts the
settlement of ethnic Chinese outside of China, though their comments on the
significance of these settlements vary. Useful in understanding the complexities of
diasporic eperience are the comments made by Paul Gilfp§91: 126, 2000: 129)
GK2Y RNI ga 2dz2NJ FGGSyaGAz2y G2 [ SNRAIWZ2Y SEQ
133) uses black music as both example and analogylustiate how hybrid forms

come to exist, in the hip hop genre for example remixing and rehashing existing work
into a new piece assures that new music retains a trace of something we may have
heard before. Eventually, through experiences of being in di@sppeople are taken
WOFBI NI 0Se2yR (KS aidl N] R@iroyA2800: 126Herd Sy S|
the idea of a trace of meaning existing through time, but also being altered, is a useful
device for describing how those with a diasporic background come to be different and
distinct through successivgenerations(see also Parrenas and Sa007, for relevant

discussions in the Americas)

Though diaspora is a fact for many groups, the theorisation of diaspora as an overall

concept has been criticised:

Lack of attention to issues of gender, class and generation, and to other inter
group and intragroup divisions, is one important shortcoming. Secondly, a
critique of ethnic bonds is absent within diaspora discourse, and there does not
exist any account of the ways in which diaspora may indeed have a tendency to
NEAYF2NOS Foazf dh AayRad yyR2 Hahg@EzS190B8S { @8
577)
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Anthias(2001)y 2 1 S&a K246 62NR&a dzaSR (2 RBRONAJGISNI
WOdzZf §dZNBQ | NB NBfFGSR G2 02dzy RSR OF G S32 NJ
(2001, 2002)vritings at imes can become bogged down in technical discussion of how
diaspora and culture function, her focus on the social bonds which create a diasporic
experience is applicable to groups such as the British Chinese. These relations have
been shown to be importanin the response to racism for example, or social justice
issues (see earlier), as well as being important in surviving in the employment market

in the UK. In the British Chinese case the need to pay more attention to internal social

OF G S32 NR Sal KSdxdX 4 2Wxy A LISNBE2YQ 2N WwOf I &
much work to do beyond closed categories of definition, exploration of these issues

may allow a more complete notion of ethnicity in Britain.

Diaspora is an imperfect term because it trigs capture too much. In the British

O2y GSEG F2NJ SEFYLXS || RA&AOdzaaAz2y 2F Wof
means we need to recognise a multiplicity of experiences, all conjBlak, 1993: 26)

Brah continues by suggesting that we cannot theorise diaspora as a singtditmc

term because:

[S]everal diasporas interseetAfrican, Jewish, Irish, South Asian, and sc @n
becomes necessary to examine how these groups are similarly or differently
constructedvisa-visone another(Brah 1996: 189)
The question about diaspora boils down to when diaspora ceases. If we make use of
the term as Anthiag1998)discusses we need to be clear that its use can obscure our
view of experiences beyond simple membership of a diasporic group. Hall and Brah
(Brah, 1996, Hall, 199@pave both noted that identity and diaspora are difficult to pin
down and are in process, yet we also have the notiora aface or changing same
(Gilroy, 199), which remains within a group and can be used by others to identify
them as in or out of diaspora. In the Chinese sense this changing same might be
related to language usage, or practices whidve been brought over with migrants
but are slowly eroded or reinterpreted over time by/through successive generations.
As Palumbd.iu notes, it is the act of diaspora which often can bring the notion of

identity into focus for the migrant, these 'newhd unfamiliar spaces when crossed
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into are also filled with existing identities which must be navigated alongside those

brought over:

Diaspora always takes place after a border crossing...reconstitution of the
subject is labelled "foreign” in its nelecation. As the point of origin slips into
the distance, the regimes of the new location impo#deir own political

identities (PalumbeLiu, 1999346).

hoaSNISNBR OFy y20S GKSNBF2NB (KFd / KAyS:
continue to beari KS &aA3dya 2F O2YAy3a FTNRBY I|y20iKSN
Below the surface though we might question the extent to which a second generation
SGKYAO / KAySasS LISNa2Yy O2yaARSNE (GKSyasSt o
this as a part of thir family background, not having the necessary experiences related

to the act of migration itself.

2.4 - 3 Hybrid Chineseness

So far | have introduced the concepts of construction and diaspora, relating these to
Chinese experiences of ethnicity. A cehtquestion has been what Chineseness is,
how it comes to be noticed and then continues to be a feature of ethnic and cultural
identity. Hall and AndgAng, 2001, Hall, 199@rgue that identity is in process, ever
changing, due to this, identity is never static. There is a constant to and fro between
those living an identity anchbse who are not, identity is therefore about negotiation

and what constitutes Chineseness is thereby a construction of society.

The notion of diaspora, by which a group is said to become displaced and separated
FTNRY 6KSNB Al WiaK2dzioRh@ ClinSsE bekduse despeStifeir I LJL.
settlement outside of China being ongoing, they are often felt to have separate
identities to others within their settled homelands. Diaspora is tied up with migration

and movement; it is about different place assdidas being in close proximity.

As solution to the difficulties of definition, Chineseness has been discussed by Ang,
Chow and Chun(Ang, 1993, 2003, Chow, 1997, 1998, Chun, 1986)being

heterogeneous, mixed and multiple. In particular AA§93, 1998, 2001has argued
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0KS GSNY WKeéoNAR®@rfutuge inYetigaiiond: of Lhk@sednss. | The F
argument for hybridity to replace a fixed identity, such as Chinese, is that it better
represents the experiences of those it is applied to. When we speak of the Chinese in

. N G A Y1993, 1999 Q@D1arguments for hybrid Chinese identities seem to

make more sense than the overly broad topic Chineseness; there is a need to ask what
ChySaSySaaKs: ¢gKAOK [/ KAYySaSySaaKzI WgKSNEB
in a critical fashion. Through identification of these hybrid experiences we might
challenge definitions of those with a Chinese ethnicity. Ang hopes that we can avoid
theprida 2y 2F o0SAy3 a1SR WgKSNBE | NB @&2dz FNR°

possible between race and territory.

The call for us to appreciate hybrid identities is a question of power. It is within very
ordinary and everyday experience such as tlessioom(Francis and Archer, 2005b)

and the takeawayParker, 1995, 19980 which understandings of identity come to be

fixed, and attempts to keep them fixed continue. These everyday interactions feed
upwards as well asickle down through the attitude of local and national government,

public bodies and the medigddamson et al., 2009, Chan et al., 200djhough Ang,

| K2 ¢ | Yy RAnH, K9G, QG03, Chow, 1997, 1998, Chun, 188ctions on
Chineseness may suggest that through uncovering such negotiations of ethnicity we
Oy K2LJS (G2 oNBIF]l (GUKS ARSI (Buddart230®: 15 KA Y S,
view of hybridity as necessarily tied up with ambivalence and resistance puts

researchers in a difficult position, are we always too late to the event?

Bhabha argues for an appreciation of a space in between what we claim to know and
what occurs on the ground. In exploring mimi¢iy284)and hybridity(1985)Bhabha

tries to show that the authority of colonial peers in India was only partial. A space for
resistance was created through mimicking colonial powers practices, for example
accepting the bible in colonial India, but only valuing the contents for the paper used

to make them(Bhabha, 1984: 138 [ F G SNJ . KI 6 Kl  O2y Of dzRS &
cultural hybridity gives rise to something different, somethirggvrand unrecognisable,

I ySg IINBIF 2F yS320GA1 (A 2 (Bhabhk, 19& PMWhIsE | Yy R
the idea of limingl that is in between, ethnic identities opens up the potential for a

dispersed notion of the power to create identities, the difficulty is that everything we
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look at becomes simply a mess, intangible, just blobs of experience only existing for
short periods of time, yet with impacts which extend throughout society. This leaves us
in the position of choosing between solid state identities, linked to geographically
defined spaces with a set of known characteristics, and more fluid and shifting
understandingNJ Yy 3Ay 3 FNRBY GKS LI I OSHalg 1990 Kaf,A O
1992) all the way to rejection of categories corafly in favour of perhaps individual
accounts or perhaps, in some ways forms, the rejection of ethnic identity completely,
as impossible for those caught in the modern world of diasporic flévsexcellent

and little discussed aspect of diasporic hydddntity is the commentary on Korean
adoption made byHubinette (in Parrenas and Siu, 2007). Hubinéttiegs to light the
difficulty in self identity faced by Korean adoptees removed from South Korea during
the post Korean war era and still ongoing, thbugumbers have reduced due to

recognition of the difficulties:

This ethnic instability leads to severe psychic violence and physical alienation and
makes the inhabitance of this hybrid-loetween space painful and not easy to
live in. | argue that thisriding may help to explain the high preponderance of
suicide rates, mental illnesses, and social problems among international

adoptees... (Hubinette in Parranas and Siu, 2007: 179).

After conducting qualitative research with adoptees Hubinette is not ogtimabout

hybrid identity in this case:

Unfortunately, I do not think so even if | still firmly adhere to a social
constructivist and performative understanding of ethnic identities...to have a
white selfidentification as a nonwhite person coming from nonWestern
country cannot be seen amproblematic. (Hubinette in Parranas and Siu, 2007:
185).

So it can be said that whilst finding acceptance and adapting in a new country is a
challenge which can often have positive repercussions, for exateplang behind
poverty and future generations advancing their social position, there are potential

issues with being completely celebratory about identities with a migrant past.
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AmandaWise (206, 2010, 2011) haslso contributed usefully to the debate on
Chineseness, diaspora and community. In her work on multiculturalism and
community Wise has explored the way in which recent Chineseignation in a small

town in Australia has had a large impact for residents. Specifically local shops, the
sighage beingChinese and the function often seeming to serve the local Chinese
population, has sometimes alienated long time 'An@eltic' residents. However
deeper ethnographic exploration has also highlighted various instances related to a
hopefulness \ise, 2006) for positive relations and understanding as well as the felt
marginalisation of previously confident White residert¢ige,2010, 2011). Key tthe
tension between local White residents and Chinese residents was the local orientation
of elderly AngleCeltc participants, who relied on the local shops and could feel
excluded from various events (women's day) and restaurants when the dominant
language was felt to be Chinese, and cultural understandings of the use of space
(washing smelly fisiwater down drairs at the front of shops rather than the back)

occurred.
24-n 9@l fdzr GAYy3 GKS2NBGAOI O2YyUNAROdziA2Y A&

In this section | have looked at the debates around Chineseness and how they have
been informed by notions of construction and identifgrmation, diaspora and
hybridity. While the perspectives discussed challenge the idea of Chineseness as a
single and unchanging identity, which is an attempt to reject essentialism, they in turn

raise some new issues.

| 2y OSNYAYy3 (GKS WRSD2 Y2AFY WD SIA yASY 8/ R2F 02y
revolution is built into ethnic and cultural identities. These changes need not always be
grand, for example a wholesale rejection of the past in the way that communist China
attempted, but might encompass theveryday, for example Ngaf2008b)gave the
SEIFIYLX S 2F W/ KAySasSqQ 0O0221Ay3 AyaNBRASyl(a
money at New Year time. Arguably individuals (and therefore societies) know that
identity is a construction, it is no revelatiom itself that this occurs. Identity
construction occurs as practices and customs are passed dtdwough sharing these

experiences it is hoped that certain attitudes and beliefs are transmitted. So whilst
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being is a result of becoming, becoming can af&@n trying to stay the sam@ilroy,

1991)

Paradoxically therefore both those which share a cultural identity, which attempts to
regulate and place boundaries on whom is in and whom is outside this, and those who
are decidedly outside of any given identity, are in a processegbtiating what their

own and each others identities a(Brah, 1996)Diaspora is a good example of how an
experience, being a migrant, might come to be part of identity defini{anthias,
1998) Diaspora can be a short term example of displacement, with a definite
possibility of return for some members of a group. On the other hand dias@ome

this is true in the Chinese diaspora case, has sometimes become something for both
ethnic Chinese, and the societies they live within, to use to justify various exclusions
and inclusions. As we have seen in the previous section Chinese migrants tbSh
have been accepted as labourdéhen challenged because they did not leave and were
accused of having communist sympathies. More recently through the civil rights
movement Chinese people fought to stay in the U.S. and through a change in their
practices and understandings of what Chinese identity, would find some acceptance as

Americans.

In Britain the majority of research suggests Chinese migrants have traditionally arrived
with the intention of staying, but overall we continue to be limited inrou
understandings of British Chinese identities; due to the focus on migrants which
arrived in the 1960s and 1970s. We might draw effectively on notions of hybridity and
ambivalence(Bhabha, 1984, Bhabhd985) which open up discussion of how ethnic
and cultural identity are often porous to both internal and external constructions of
identity - perhaps hybrid perspectives even challenge us to discard such distinctions
altogether. For example how shauive account for the way in which many Chinese
families in Britain rely on a complex fusion of ideas of Chinese authentiaitiyxed
notion of identity- while at the same timeequiring the support of theirlaldren, who

are often more attuned to livingn Britair? The answer to this question sidoth in
NBI OGAy3 (@993, 1998Fd@ & gradderf ekploration of varied experiences of
Chinese identity, but also maintaining sensitivity to the identities that have been

created.
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2.5 onclusions

This review has covered three main areas related to the study, research on British
Chinese transnational Chinese experiences, and the theoretical discussions around
ChinesenessThe thesis itself will demonstrate that youth transitions study can be

expanded through the addition of these three areas of study, which form the backdrop

to the unpackng of young British Chinese accounts in the coming empirical chapters.

| have demonstrated that whilst research on British Chinese rightly calls us to challenge
racism, and the potential for this to affect young people in takeaways and schools,
there isspace for much more to be done beyond these arguments. Whilst isolation and
problems of fitting into wider British society have and remain concerns for older
members of the Chinese population, young British Chinese may not be affected by
such concerns. Iparticular 1 would note that as a fact of geographicallaeation
families have set themselves the challenge to adapt and change, prioritising education
as a means to escape not only racism but also employment niches. By looking at
Chinese experiences fro a transnational perspective, both in the changing face of
China, new mobile family formations as well as settled variations in America, it should
also be clearer that the British Chinese situation is unique in many respects. We can
therefore reject a nabn of ethnicity which is only related to what Chinese experiences
have been seen to be, and move to embrace more fluid and flexible notions.
Subsequently | reviewed the work of theorists who have discussed the potential for
ethnicity as a more hybrid anaobile sensibility, ethnicity whilst remaining important,

is not inherent to individuals. For a study on young British Chinese such a starting point
is vital, as it hopefully allows a more open space for understanding and accepting the
views of participarg, and in addition cautions us against forming static views of British

Chinese people.

The nature of transition is therefore reformed, taking into account migrant
experiences, as well as moving beyond the focus of much previous transitions research
the transition fromeducationto work, enriching both youth transitions study and that

of the British Chinese.
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Chapter 3 Methodology

This chapter begins by exping Newcastle upon Tyne andsiChinese population.
Following | justify my approach in using qualitative (interviews) methods as a way of
collecting the accounts of young British Chinese people. My ethical concerns are then
relayed. A breakdown of the process of interviews being used in the field, asswvell a
the analysis process should give readers an understanding of how the participant
sample was gathered and their interviews translated into text. My own reflections on
the methodological approach, as well as my positionality, are found at the end of the
chapter and serve to illustrate the specificities of this piece of qualitative research
from others; as well as link it to prominent reflections by Parker and Song who
conducted research with young British Chinese and act as a rare and important

reference hee.

3.1 The study site: Newcastle itself as a site of Chinese population

This project is based in Newcastle upon Tyne. Newcastle upon Tyne is located within a
wider region of the North East of England called Tyne & Wear. Newcastle is also a part

of Tynedile, a name given to those areas which border the Tyne river; North Tyneside,
South Tyneside, Newcastle and Gateshead. Although famous for its shipbuilding
KAalu2NRBY bSgOlFadfsSQa SO2y2Yeé GKSaAS RFea
particularly in termsof its nightlife, the Metro shopping centre, the SAGE concert hall,
BALTIC modern art gallery and tourism industry. Higher education provision is also a
feature of the city, there being two universities; Newcastle and Northumbria. The
2001-Based census tdpO NB L2 NI Ay RAOIFGSa GKIGO ¢eyS 3
SGKyAO O2dzyied bSsOlaittSQa SGKyAdO YAE KI
of minority ethnic peoples living in Tyne & Wear; as Newcastle itself with 6.9% is
markedly higher than th average for the county as a whole (3.2@ifice for National
Statistics, 2004:@)® ¢ 2 3IA DS FAdzZNIKSNI LISNBLISOGAGS {1
YR 20KSNR NBaAARSYyda Ay DbSogOFadftf S(TWRL HAnN
2004aF O2YLI NBR (2 cIHpckmMIntTpIdoy W KAySa
which made up just 0.6% of the population in 2QUWRI, 2004b)
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The 2011 census data for the Tyne and Wear re¢@ffice for National Statistics,
2012) indicates the following population totals (as noted previously the 'Chinese’

category is now a part of '‘Asian’:

Asian/Asian British: Chinese
Total Percentage
Tyne and Wear (Met County) 9,731 0.9
Gateshead 1,054 0.5
Newcastle upon Tyne 6,037 2.2
North Tyneside 869 0.4
South Tyneside 235 0.2
Sunderland 1,536 0.6

Figurel0 - Chinese Ethnicity in Tyne and Wear from the 2011 ceftalien from 'Ethnicity by Local
Authority' tables Office for National Statistics, 2012, Office for National Statistics Website, 2013).

According to the census release analysis for the Noast,EChinese ethnicity is the
fifth most populous in the region, making up 0.6% of the population. This is similar to
the 2001 findinggtaken from 'Ethnicity by Local Authority' tables Office for National
Statistics, 20120ffice for National Statistio#/ebsite, 2013)

There is also experimental population data from 2(J@dfice for National Statistics
Website, 2013Wwhich can be used to give an estimate of the local age structure of the

Chinese population:

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese thousands all male female

Tyne and Wear (Met County) 5.6 2.9 2.7
Gateshead 0.8 0.4 0.4
Newcastle upon Tyne 2.5 1.3 1.2
North Tyneside 1.1 0.6 0.5
South Tyneside 0.3 0.2 0.2
Sunderland 0.8 0.4 0.4

Figure1l - Age and Sex estimates for Chinese ethnicity in Tyne and \ffean 'Estimated Ethnic
Population by Age and Sex 2011' tables at Office for National Statistics Website, 2013).
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Chinese or Other Ethnic

Group: Chinese thousands all male female
0-15 16-64/59* 65/60+** |0-15 16-64 65+ |0-15 16-64 65+
Tyne and Wear (Met County) 0.6 4.6 04 04 24 02| 03 22
Gateshead 0.1 0.7 0.0l 01 0.4 0.0/ 0.0 03
Newcastle upon Tyne| 0.3 2.1 02l 01 11 01} 01 1.0
North Tyneside 0.2 0.9 0.1 01 05 0.0/ 01 04
South Tyneside 0.0 0.3 0.0f 0.0 0.1 0.0/ 0.0 0.1
Sunderland 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.0 03 0.0] 01 03

0.2
0.0
0.1
0.0
0.0
0.0

Figure12 - Age and Sex estimates for Chinese etityin Tyne and Weaffrom 'Estimated

Population by Age and Sex 2011' tables at Office for National Statistics Website, 2013).

Ethnic

This data suggests a concentration around thes4f9 age group, which indicates the

population is fairly youthful, and result of the recent migration and settlement

history.

Newcastle has a Chinatown which mainly includes restaurants and food supermarkets,

but also the North East Chinese association. Yet when compared to Liverpool and

London, Chinese settlement Tryneside (and Newcastle in general) is relatively recent.

| refer to the same British Museum timeline presented earlier to illustrate the changes.

1949- First Chinese restaurant opens in Newcastle upon Tyne

1960s- the Chinese community in Tyne ance® begins to grow

the Tyneside region. Two community organizatiefi$ie NorthEast Chinese
Association and the Wah Sun Chinese Associatigre established

1970s- During the 1970s about 300 takevay outlets were established across

1988- Chinese bsinesses in Stowell Streeh S g O & (i f S Q-averé KA y
allowed to display signs in Chinese as well as English. BBC Radio Newcastl¢
introduced a 15 minute Sunday afternoon Chinese language slot aimed at th
Chinese community.

1989- 12 Chineseestaurants, 300 takaways, 4 Chinese supermarkets andeon
Chinese fooeprocessing factory were operating in the Tyneside region. Along
the settled Chinese community there were 1000 Chinese students attending
NEIA2YyQa AyalAaAlddmiAz2yad 2F KAIKSN SR

Figurel3 - Chinese settlement in the UK (Tyne & Wear, Tyneside, Newcastle) timeline based on

W/ KAYS$4aS RA QinéaeBritisthMuseunNR008) A y
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Although the timelineonly gives a very general idea of Chinese settlement, it perhaps
disproportionately focuses on the growth of the catering trade, the changes are
indicative of upward growth.

2 Ke GKSy oFasS | aiddzReée Ay (199660)ktddy 6f $he dzLJ2 y
languages used by Chinese residents in Tyne & Wear argues his work may offer a
better picture d dispersed Chinese populations; contrasting with those in higher areas

of residency such as London and Manchester. Li notes that a significant Chinese
LJ2LJzf F GA2y RAR y2i SYSNHS Ay ¢e&yS g 2SI N
of change for the yneside Chinese. Laundries were gradually replaced by eating
establishments- first small fastf 2 2 R A4 K2 LJA X ( KSi, 1094:NeB)E  NB & |
also points out that the Tyneside Chinese have a similar migration history from Hong
Kong and the South provinces of China, making them typical of the major migrations

arriving in the 1960s.

Figurel4 - Newcastle Chinatown todayStowell Street during Chinese New Year, image by the aul

Being published in 1994, despite standing as an important and rare esaaipl
NEaSIkNOK F20dzaSR 2y (GKS / KAYS&aS HK94)GKA A
study is somewhat out of da now. The Chinatown area of Newcastle has grown and
expanded as time has passed and an influx of international students, increasingly from
Chna, gives the impression th&hinesepeople are quite prominent in the city (see
FAIAZINE vy (1994Rvorkbrerdaing rél€yant in terms of its comment on the
British Chinese, whom are descended from previous migrations, though in terms of the
more recent growth in Chinese migrants this is more attributable to both Newcastle

and Northumbria University.
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Figurel5 - Newcastle Chinatown todayStowell Street during Chinese New Year, image by the autr

. S & A R@304)odk thare is little work which directly, and in depth, focuses on the
Tyneside Chinese. Of note though are other studies of ethnic groups in the area such
as Ngak (2006) and Alexander(2008) This study will contribute towards the
understanding of British linese, though it is important to be clear the differences in
experience between those whom have lived and grown up in the Tyneside region,
which as L(1994)suggested may be more representative of dispersed experiences,
and those from other areas of the UK which might be in Newcastle to study. Therefore
this study might take into account a breadth of experiences, despite the size relative to

other Chinese paplations.

3.2 Taking a qualitative approaahinterviewing as method

ThoughAng andHalQ @Ang, 1993, 1998, 200Hall, 1992, 199Btheoretical arguments
on hybrid and flexible ethnic identity are influential in this project, | also agree with
[ S3At 2 641 A QthrougiFatefaifacdlekgageément with individuals we might

extend our understandingy important ways

The power of lived experience lies in our inner being. Yet, the world of theory is
abstract. Theories are about ideas, not personal stories. They homogenize the
experiences of many into concepts. The stories are g@eglowski, 2002: 16)

Thisquote therefore sets the tone for discussion in this section about the approach

taken to data collection in this thesis.
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Qualitative approaches, and the resultant methods of data collection, are a staple of
the social sciences. Davies and Dwy2007a, 2007bdemonstrate that qualitative
approaches may vary, not only between disciplines, bsb alithin them, as well as
being subject to changes at a more nuanced level. Discussion and application of
methodological approaches is therefore not simply a case of reading a generalised text
book on the subject and applying this to your study. Davieswyer(2007a, 2007b)
cover a whole range of current qualitative approaches in Human Gpbygra
highlighting for example an increase in pictographic and visual forms of data collection,
so-called visual methods. Examplegiich | have also ade use of in previous research
include photographic interpretation/elicitation and thoughiagramming techniques

(Crang, 2002, 2003, 2005)

In this study therefore the potential to make use of a wide range of qualitative
methods existed. So why was the, perhaps seemingly standard, method of
interviewing chosen, indeed why take a qualitative approach at all? Firstly the aims of

the project require an engagement with young people in amdepth manner. To
NBdOGdz2Ny G2 GKS /S3t26a1A 1jd20S 020ST AYR
the reasons forseeking out these accounts is that they often contradict or enrich
understanding, particularly when little research has been done, or seems likely to be
done. The rationale for social research often being to continue to explore and
comprehend the nuancesf dhe social world, not only are there a range of qualitative
methods, but also interviews themselves. FI{@009)for example presents several,

such as the focused interviensemistandardised, problercentred, expert, and
ethnographic. Whilst the range of interview types can reflect a desire to tailor ways of
Ay@SaidAadardAiay3asr 2y (GKS 20KSNJ KFyR {Af @SNN
believe that the supposed limits @fuantitative research are overcome by an open
SYRSR AYUSNWASSG &AOKSRdAA S | yR | (20R1S 48X)NB 1 2
Indeed the search foran authentic experience would be explicitly against the
AyiaSyiaazya 2F GKAa addzRed ! dziKSYyGaGAaAoO 2NJ
through interviewing. Principally interviewing seeks to contribute information,
ultimately following analysis, wtin cannot be gathered by other more structured
YSIyas &adzOK a (K2asS WLINRO S Y2ool)e@s tolj dzI v

Quite rightly it is important to note the &n quite inauthentic nature of a structured
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encounter between researcher and participant, the topic of conversation which may

already be predetermined through pages of interview questi@iek 2009)

Berg (2007) argues that whilst interview encounters might be structured to varied
degrees, this does not mean that they are inherently an easy route. E8Q7)
adzidsSada GKFEG 1SSLAY3I AY YAYR GKS Ffyzal
remaining aware of both the reasons for each encounter, as well as the pdtentia

I RGFy il 3Sa I yR RA2807:RIO3)syiggestibS & cthat .ineiNEWhG
requires an understanding of relating to other humans, part lof tmight mean
remaining sensitive to how the format ofnainterview is designed, andsitactual
application at interview. For example Ber(R007) notes the possible nessity of
WGKNRg g eQ ljdSaliArazyas gKAOK YAIKG oS a
ease, and the wording of questions which may be either too complex or contain
provocative or emotive language. Whilst oséinking an interview can produce
stunted and bland responses, care during an interview is important because rapport is
not a pregiven, and interviewee and interviewer may not have met before, or meet
again. Trust and acceptance can therefore be key, and require some form of

management to bild (Berg, 2007: 125)

In this study | took a mixed approach, both creating a structured interview schedule,
but also taking on board past experience of theed to remain flexible. For example
there was a need to ask each participant about a similar set of issues, this to gauge not
only the research questions, but also test responses between the sample and check for
validity and consistency in themes. Thiadst was also designed with the knowledge
that previous studies have managed to engage with members of both the young and
adult British Chinese population across the UK. However the largest numbers are
usually found closest to London or the North West. énnts of previous research
methods, other researchers investigating the British Chinese and young British Chinese
population have made use of a mix of both qualitative meth@@isau and Yu, 2009, Li,
1994, Lie, 2010, Parker, 1995, Pang and Lau, 1998, Song, 1995, Verma et ahs 1999)
well as quantitativg Adamson et al., 2009, Chan et al., 200¥)cess issues have been

a prominent challenge for researchers looking at British Chinese people. Attempts to

research the Chinese community have been made notoriously difficult because there
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AayQid rtglrea | O2YYdzyAade G2 FOOSaasz SalLl
pressure of work for older and adult members, the possible lack of connection for
younger menbers and the dispersion and internal differences, along linguistic as well

as class lines. According to tB801 census Chinese Newcastle upon Tyne, whilst
significant for the Chinese population in the North East, still only number
1,846 259,429(Newcastle City Council, 201(This total 6,037 ithe 2011 census)As

these population figures also include students, older members of the population, and
those too young to fit the age bracketf this study(16-25), it was expected that
FTAYRAYI LI NIAOALNI yiGa ¢2dzZ R 0o& na koweverSy 3 A
preclude the possibility of meeting a range of individuals with different backgrounds,

for example there is a prominent university as well as an established Chinatown, with a

supporting settled population.

The information we have as a rdstends to focus either on those working in the
catering trade or more recently children. | use the word children here because, aside
perhaps from Parker and Sde@Parker, 1995, 1998, 2000, Song, 1986jk, most of

the young British Chinese featured in reseafielancis and Archer, 2005a, Li, 1994, Lie,
2010, Verma et al., 199%9re children under sixteen. This leaves several gaps in
experience- where for one are the professional Chinese? The Malaysian Chinese,
which made up a significant number in the 1970s and mmeaently professionals
from China (PRC) do not get a detailed look. Additionally while elderly Chinese people
are mentioned in the reports by Adamson et(Adamson et al., 2009nd Chan et al
(Chan et al., 2004}here is littledocumentation of their experiences beyond this. In
terms of young British Chinese people, we are not focused on their whole experience
of growing up in the UK, there is some understanding of home and familftéacis

and Archer, 2005a, Li, 1994, Parker, 1995, Pang and Lau, 1998, Song, 1995, Yu, 2007,
Verma et al., 1999)ut there are possibilities for looking at experiences beyond school,
while at university and certainly from those which have entered Wwld of work.
Perhaps as a result of their illegal status migrant workers, such as those who perished
in the Morecambe Bay tragedy or Dover 58, are another group which often goes

unmentioned and under researché@ohen, 2004, Song, 2004)
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In terms of quantitative data on the British Chinese there is quite often a suspicion that

Al dzy RSN NBLR2NI & (GKS G201 f LRLMzZFGAZ2Y S a
ddz0 adzYSR 6AGKAY GKS OF{iS3a32NE W20KE&NDST 2N
Within both censuses there may be linguistic difficulties for members of the Chinese
population when filling in the form. When researchers have attempted their own
quantitative studies, they have faced the combined problems of low response rate
(Chan & al., 2007b) or a distribution of returns which mostly represents the most
educated Chinese populatig€han et al., 2007b)

The use of a qualitative approach in this research is justified on the basis that it can
provide access to participantdioughts and experiences, these fit with the aims of the

study which seek to contribute to understanding of young British Chinese lived
experiences. Using interviews has also been shown to have the potential to be both a
flexible as well as considered methatiough it is also important to acknowledge the
structured nature of the relationship created. Due to the experiences of previous
researchers working with the British Chinese, and the size of the potential population

in Newcastle upon Tyne, it may also that a methodology which is flexible towards
AYRAGARdAzZI £ aQ FTNBS GAYS:E Ia ¢Sttt a GKS Y

research.

3.3 Ethics in research

In this research my intention is that through a reflexively informed approach, and
making use of interview methods, the study will contribute to the ongoing debates and
understanding of both British and young British Chinese people. | have framed my
approach by drawing on the discussions around reflexivity in research. For example
Goffma) &offman, 188) observations about human social interaction encourage
researchers to think of themselves as a part of the research field, not simply as

impartial observers or information gatherers:

Every person lives in a world of social encounters, involvingelthmer in faceto-

face or mediated contact with other participants. In each of these contacts, he
tends to act out what is sometimes calledirze - that is, a pattern of verbal and
nonverbal acts by which he expresses his view of the situation and thrthig

his evaluation of the participants, especially himggioffman, 1968: 309)
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A reflexive approach and one in which the researcher is seen as a part of the research

itself is often seen to be:

[I]n contrast to the goerick of claiming to see the whole world while remaining
distanced from it, subjugated and critical knowledges work from their
situatedness to produce partial perspectives on the w@Rdse, 1997: 308)
A distanced position is commonly associated with positivigiragches, which may
strive to produce objective and impartial sets of data. Conversely some qualitative
researchers have argued against a neutral stance in research:
XOBKAOKE NBa2SO0ha aOASYUGAFTFAO ySdziNXftAGE
and works toward social justice, relational truths, and passionate enquiry
(TillmannHealy, 2003: 733)
Reflexivity in research enables researchers to respond to the experiences of
participants, as well as try to balance the way in which the research environment,

researchers and participants shape findings.

Though it has been arguedbat reflexivity is anathema to positivist ideas of objectivity
and replication, by implication it is perhaps not scientific, rigorous and thereby
comparable, such research studies nonethelédsstrive to follow a set of guidelines,
which are meant to esure some form of, if not reproducibility, then structure and
order for an investigation. This study therefore attempts to balance both a considered
approach, but also remain flexible. As readers can note from the appendices a set of

assumptions about resgch were made, care was taken to address concerns:

a) To consider the participants understanding of the research, b) To assess the
participants expectations and experiences of power relations which may affect the
interview, c¢) Consider the young perssmage and position, d) Consider how taking
part in the interview may affect the interviewee afterwards, will their taking part be

known to others, will they be contacted again, are you to ask them for further help?

In some ways these issues were addressedugh the use of information sheets and
face to face meetings before interviews would take place. These exchanges let

participants have a chance to meet the researcher as well as ask questions and decide
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if they felt comfortable to continue in the resedr. On the other hand issues of age,
positionality and the impact of being a participant were less straightforward to deal

with; these issues are addressed within the next section.

In conducting field research there is the potential to both uncover tfeequacy of
WNB&aSFNOK LINPG202ft&a Fo2dzi 20d0FAyAy3a | O0S
(Ceglowski, 2002: 12ps well as to open up researchers, and the project itself, to
unanticipated ideas and events. As HopK2807, 2008hotes, for example, the issues
around working with unaccompanied asyltsaeking children and those requiring an
interpreter, presented a number of issues around participaoice, vulnerability and

access. Encounters in the field might not be predictable or referenced in the literature.

In the past it has been tempting to try to reduce the possibility of the unanticipated, by

acting in a certain manner within the field:

[T]he researcher should attempt to disrupt the lives of her subjects as little as

LI2adAof SXGKS NBAaASIHFNOKSNI YFAYyGlrAy | ySd

Fa y20 G2 WilAydQ G§KS Rl {(Kobagashii 20AlyF5R A Y
However as Kobayashi goes on to suggest, while we might succeed in satisfying our

own beliefs about what the purpose of our research is, the meaning of research is

within the hands of participants as well:

WhileweY I & FSSt |y SGKAOFE FyR | aOK2f | NI
truth is highly variable, looks different depending upon individual perspectives
and is always subject to ideological manipulatigimbayashi, 2001: 66)

| have therefore sought to balance both the arguments for continued qualitative,

conversational, methods and the need for consideration before we enter the field.

3.4 Conducting the researahaccess and interviewing in practice

3.4-1 Access

In this section | will discuss how the fieldwork was conducted, both access and
interview issues. A table is presented after the access and interview sections for
reference, this information is drawn from a set of personal informatiorsionnaires

given out at the start of interviews. The table of personal information provides a useful

overview of participantSbackgrounds.
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Field research was conducted between September 2009 and July 2010. The table
below gives a full breakdown of tltates, locations of interviews and the way in which
participants were recruitedfigure 10. Although the table might indicate research
progressed in a very smooth way, interactions which allowed me to find participants
were going on constantly. This sext details the pertinent issues, looking at access

and the processes involved in interviewing participants, in particular.

Interview Date Location Recruited
122.09.09 University Known
2/27.09.09 University Known
3 08.10.09 University Society/snowball
4/19.10.09  University Snowball
506.11.09 University Society/snowball
6 26.11.09 University Society/snowball
7081209 Town Snowhball
815.01.10 Schoaol Asked at school
9150110 | School Asked at school

10 20.01.10 | School Asked at school
11/26.01.10 | Schoaol Asked at school
12/27.01.10 | Schoaol Asked at school
13/27.01.10 | Schoaol Asked at school
14/04.01.10 Schoaol Asked at school
15/01.02.10 | Schoaol Asked at school
16/08.03.10 Schoaol Asked at school
17 22.03.10 | School Asked at school
18 26.03.10 Town Chinese School
19/26.03.10 Town Snowball
201270410 |University Snowball
21270410 |University Snowball

22 02.06.10  University Known

23 03.06.10  University Snowball
24140610 Town Known

Figurel6 - Research interview timeline

While the literature review provides a background and rationale for studying young
British Chinese experiences, upon justifying the project the issue of defining a target
potential participant population arose. The setfi@n criteria for participants relied on
participants being 15, British and of Chinese ethnicity. TheZEage range is not
O2YLJX SGSte FTNPAGNIY¥NERS o6dzi |y SadlofAaAak
studies take their sample of participants fnosomewhere in this age range. Yet, a
review of the youth research literature suggests that, though there is agreement on
the need to study youth as a distinct period in the -ifeurse, and that experiences

from childhood to the 1&5 period may contribw to our understanding of youth,
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definition of youth, young person, and child may become conflaiaiiken, 2001,
Matthews and Limb, 1999, Matthews et al., 1999, Matthews, 208&)example of the

ongoing definitional debate ithin youth studies is for example the discussion of the

dza S¥dzf ySaa 2F WI R2f SaoOSy e, 2061, 206, 2008 OA T A
Bynner, 2001, 2005)

The selection of participants also needed to be informed by the debate on Chineseness
in Britain. While this could have been a project on BBdtish Born Chinese, | knew

this would severely limit the potential to find participants; considering Newcastle itself
may not have a large number of potential interviewees and that | had no experience
here of working with the Chinese population. Therefore th& NY W. NA G A a K [/ |
used in interview adverts and also by myself (see appendix). When looking for
participants | made use of the guideline ten years in Britain to start with, though over
time | realised that this was too strict a criteria. As threjpct went on | opted for a
flexible approach, in which | asked if participants had grown up here or spent most of
their time growing up here. It was therefore evident fairly early that rigid notions of
Chineseness, British Chineseness and nationality eeing questioned through the
search for participants. Comments by Ang and HKaflg, 2001, Hall, 1990, 1992)

therefore came to beelevant quite early.

The research interview timeline indicates that most participants were drawn from
university or local schools (figure 10). A smaller number of participants came from
snowballing participants through contacts in these sites. Thisriloigion of
participants, with both its potential and limits, should be borne in mind; and will be
commented on in the evaluation and empirical discussion chapters which follow the

methodology.

Through initial contacts and snowballing | was able to make use of societies on campus
to meet a group of participants in the first months of fieldwork. | started the project
with two British Chinese young people that | had known for a while. These first

contacts had been met through membership of a society at university during my time
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as a masters studentThese first participants gave me some information about what
avenues to explore in looking for more participants. The ongoing experiences in the
field reinforced the notion that methods such as quantitative surveys or even focus
groups might be out of the question in this project; this was due to the low numbers of
participants and a radince on close friendship tieslthough participant numbers were

not large, | was able to tap into existing friendship networks participants had. The
project was also facilitated by the timing of fieldwork with a new academic yeaw
societies such as an Asian students society, and two which focused on Asian media
suchas dramas from Taiwan, Korea and Japan and separately Japanese Anime were
starting up at this time. Through spending some time at these societies and asking
participants to discuss the project with those they knew, | was able not only to
interview particpants, but also experience a little of their leisure time whilst at

university.

After about two months fieldwork, it became clear that | was unlikely to meet many
more participants through snowballing at the university. Using the Newcastle Council
websgte | obtained a list of local schools and began to call, email and visit them. | made
approaches in the late and early months of 2009/10. During this time heavy snowfall
made some schools inaccessible and others reluctant to promise anything. | therefore
had to maintain contact with the schools over some weeks and remain persistent.
Aside from the issue of convincing schools to take part, which eliminated a small
number, there were also issues of getting schools to respond to my phone calls or
emails. Ovadll, the major concern emerging from my approaches to local schools was
difficulty finding schools which had any young British Chinese at all. | was only able to
access sixth forms, due to the selection ofZE5year olds for my participant group.
Perhapgherefore, when | did find students, most schools had a very small number of
eligible participants from one to maybe fo(see the experience of Archer and Francis,
2006)

5 My masters dissertation looked at notions of home and | came into contact with international Chinese
students as part of the project, as well as British Chinese. The issues around negotiating ethdicity a
identity in the UK, which | explored in the masters dissertation, formed some of the basis for inquiry in
this PhD.

77



A low potential pool of participants meant that Ibgj able to talk to those | could had

to be managed in both a careful and considered way. Although | noted the concerns in
the ethics discussion earlier, it was convincing the young people to take part which
became the most major issue at this stage of gheject. | made a point to visit every
school and meet potential participants face to face as well as their teachers. By
telephoning heads of sixth form or their representatives directly | was able to explain
the project, this demonstrated that | was sew® about conducting the research and
was open to any questions or comments. | felt that the small number of potential
participants required me to show myself before any research was conducted, at this
point | was able to give participants an informatioreshand asked them to contact

me if they were interested. Although | often did not receive long to talk to students,
either when meeting them initially or at interview, this being due to their timetable
commitments, face to face contact before interview svan important part of the

whole process, as | was able to address any questions and concerns.

Out of elevenschools contactedour allowed me on site to talk to participants and
interview them. | would note that, whilst when able to visit | was able to interview
some participants, there were often one or two students whom did not agree. | did
return to one school for a further interew after a participant asked a classmate, but |
was otherwise not able to convince all the students | met at sixth forms to take part

(though this number was not large in itself due to already low numbers).

There were also a number of other attempts timd participants which were not
successful. For example meeting a local Chinese youth organisation did not yield
participants directly, but | was able to gain another contact that put me in touch with a
Chinese school. Through the school | was able &rwgw two pupils, and | once again
approached the pupils in person before their lesson. | also made flyers to send to a list

of Chinese takeaways in the local area and hand out at Chinese New Year in town.
bSAGKSNI 2F (KSaS WwWoft Aespotse. AttehddiiBe aO&K rBe@ting\NS & d
group for Chinese Christians, as well as visiting a Chinese church, did not yield any
participants, despite a meeting with young people at the church. | was however able to

interview two of the church community indirectlythrough snowballing at the
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university. | did also meet with a council worker whom had experience in the

Newcastle area; however they were unable to put me in touch with young people.

3.4-2 Interviews

In this section | draw mainly on my own experiende the field. From a purely
practical point of view, the issues of obtaining participants, having to snowball at
university and spend time contacting schools and following this up, enabled interviews
as a workable solution to the problem of accessingnmiation from a hard to reach
group. In this section | begin discussion about the use of interviews with a look at the
encounter between researcher and participants, following after | discuss how |

addressed these issues through field conduct.

From expeence of reading methods texts, classroom discussion and reading
numerous research studies, it might appear that researchers are imbued with the
ability to find participants and then easily conduct interviews which address all of their
research questions.ettainly through fieldwork | met with a range of individuals, with
diverse backgrounds, personalities and agehis speaks to the possibilities of the
interview as method but the collection of interview data in this project also involved
negotiating acess and time with young people whom were participants; this was done
08 YSSOAYy3 FYR aLISYRAYy3I (GAYS 6A0GK OGKSYO®
interviews was a time intensive procegsrcher and Francis, 200@hich, whilst we

are often told of the concem about inequality between researcher and participants,
was not easy and did not always seem enabled by my role as a researcher, nor both a

practical and theoretical understanding of research practice and interviewing methods.

In terms of interviewing agh interacting with young people, much discussion has

already been had around the ethics and potential inequities in the

researcher/participant relationship. Authors such as Matthews, Philo, Valentine and
Pain (Matthews and Limp 1999, Matthews et al., 1999, Pain, 2008, Philo, 2003,

Valentine, 2000¥or example have all argued that children and young people have a
set of different competencies and awareness, when compared to adults. Indeed
researchers often encounter young people franvery different position, for example

in terms of social capability, having access to power in terms of finding them and
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contacting them, they can alsappeal to their status as growmps who may or may

not be seen as figures of authority or respect, @be obeyed depending on the young
persons background(Hopkins, 2007, 2008 A major issue is the zone of contention

I NRPdzy R GNBFGAY3 OKAT RNBYKLI YR dr&Retkagsdas LIS 2 L
WoSO2YAYy3 | Rdztf 6aQT &2dziK NB&aSI NOKSNBE KI ¢
young people'sopinions and experiences. Because this project has been informed by

the ideas of Hal{1992) whom applied the notion of being and becoming to identity,

concernsabout the status and value of young people in research were very important.

While typically the explanation of the project and the signing of a consent form are
seen to indicate comprehension of the research, | feel these measures are not always
enough pecaution on their own, if we want to address concerns about how
researchers might inadvertently influence the outcome of their interviews or other
qualitative data. For example when Nairn et @05 NS Ff SOGSR 2y (K
interviews with Maori youth they realised that the format of their interviews
replicated the classroom and power structures which often disabled these young
people from voicing their opinions. The interview might therefore abays be seen

as a perfect encounter in which participants want to talk opgiNgirn et al., 2005)
Equally, Sirf2003)found the interview might be used deliberately by a participant to
display something to the interviewer, it might not be marked as a neutral and sealed
off period, others might even be present and enter or leave the s&oe, 2003)
Interviews might also require participants to be convinced of the value of takirtg par
even once they have been agreed to in principle, as Hopif68) found when
interviewing child asylum seekers; where linguistic as well as legal competency were

issues for the research.

| wanted to engage young people as individuals, whom had a valuable contribution to
the study, as welas the potential to shape how some of the arguments might be
framed in future. | noted though that understanding and the conditions in which |
might meet the young people could be variable. One of the first concerns in fieldwork,
and in the implicationsf fieldwork, is that participants are not harmed or distressed. |
KIS |t NBIR& Y1999, 2001pdn2eink @obuli fositidisi research, which

might address the issue of harm through discouraging contact between researchers
80



and researched, an example of distancinguasethical tool. In this research, sensitivity
was employed as a method for giving participants a chance to voice their concerns
before, during and after interviews. As an example of sensitivity, whilst an information
sheet explaining the project was prded to participants (see appendix) and a consent
form was also signed, indicating that participants might leave at any time, may
withdraw their interview data or contact me with concerns after (see appendix), a

flexible approach was required during diffatgoeriods of fieldwork.

For university students | made use of the library as a quiet space in which to conduct
the interview. The library acted as an accessible space which | hoped would allow
interviews to be conducted in private. As example of sérigitand flexibility, there

was a particular issue around the sixth form particip&frese time and how long they
were willing to give for the interviews. Because | had approached them at school | felt
it was best to keep the research at this locatiofelt that it may have been perceived

as unethical to come to the school and then try to engage students off site. For the
smaller number of interviews carried out with those outside school and university |
made use of coffee shops in town. Coffee shofithoagh not as quiet as a school or

university, were nevertheless accessible for participants.

Whilst flexibility and sensitivity was employed, this needed to be balanced with
practicality as well. By knowingly entering into a conversation, which naigkityoung
people to recall events they would rather not share with a stranger, or rather not have
explored in research at all, there was a responsibility to judge by situation when to
stop an interview, when not to ask questions, or when someone might &iaanswer

a question, but there was a feeling that they did not want to divulge certain
information (Song and Parker, 1995 nother part of the responsibility in interviews
was knowing that | might interact with participants again; particularly at university
where | frequently saw participants or remain@d contact with some of them post
research. As much of the success in finding participants came from snowballing, | felt
that sensitivity in interviewing might be reported to other potential participants and
therefore constancy in attitude was importanh tloing my best to balance arguments
about power and ethical conduct | conducted most of the interviews in a quiet room.

While a quiet room is ideal for removing distractions, it was not always possible to
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achieve this. In one school | was not permittecbalone with the participant and so |
had to conduct the interview for a period whilst a staff member was nearby, later | was
able to move to another room because a class wanted to occupy that room which did
enable some more privacy. In another intervigwe school did not inform me
completely about the participants English ability, despite them having been in the UK
for some time; this made for a shorter interview than usual, as | was not able to get
detailed and longer answers to my questions. | alsd bae interview in which |
decided to stop after the individual became upset. In this instance it was recalling a
certain feeling and memory which caused distress, though the participant said it would

be ok to go on, | made the decision to stop as thigrseethe most appropriate.

Because this project involved a hard to access group, it was also important to remain
aware of participant§feelings and thoughts about the project after interview. Whilst
some interviews might not be perfect by textbook standards, | wanted to avoid merely
treating participants as reserves of data, and not addressing them as people whom
exist outside the intenew and whom we may come into contact with again, regardless

if they are involved or not involved in research.
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